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These 25 members of Marshfield Clinic’s 
Development Committee help to 
build awareness of the Clinic’s legacy 
of providing accessible, high-quality 
patient care, as well as its medical research 
program and extensive education offerings.

Bradley Bekkum, M.D. | Internal Medicine

Christine Bremer Muggli, Esq.   
 Bremer & Trollop Law Offices, S.C.

Eric Callaghan, M.D. | Radiology

Christopher Cold, M.D. | Lab Pathology

Ruwan Dissanayake, M.D. | Hospitalist

William Fonti | Furniture & ApplianceMart

Terry Frankland | V & H, Inc.

William Hocking, M.D. | Oncology

Dan Horton, M.D. | Retired  
 Marshfield Clinic Physician

Matthew Jansen, M.D. | Director,  
 Marshfield Clinic Division of Education

John Kelly | Chief Marketing Officer,  
 Security Health Plan

Thomas Leifheit, M.D. | Anesthesia

Robert Marsh | Marsh Insurance Services

Mike Meinel | Solarus

Tammy Meissner | Community Volunteer

Laura Nelson, M.D. | Chief Medical Officer

Al Nystrom | BMO Harris Bank

Timothy Pitchford, M.D. | General Surgery

John Sirianni | Stifel Investment Services

Michael Smith | Ameriprise

Robert Steiner, M.D. | Executive Director,  
 Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation

Frederick J. Wenzel | Marshfield Clinic  
 Health System Board Member

Teri Wilczek | Chief Development Officer

Development Committee 
members help advance 
philanthropy

A message from:  
Teri M. Wilczek, M.S., CFRE  
Chief Development Officer

My three children make the holiday season extra 
special in our home. Their energy and excitement 
create magical memories for our family. I often 
try to take a moment to pause and see the world 
through their eyes.

We can learn so much from a child’s ability to truly live in the moment 
without another care in the world. They encounter each day with 
renewed enthusiasm.  

The holidays are a wonderful time to teach children about philanthropy 
and helping those in need. Giving is truly a special feeling, and I love 
helping my children to warm their gentle hearts by thinking about 
others. Simple, random acts of kindness can mean so much during this 
holiday season and beyond.  

As you think about your holiday traditions, thank you for considering 
how you might help support our mission this holiday season.   

As I think about the donors and volunteers featured in this issue of 
BenchMarks, I am humbled by the generosity they share throughout 
the year. Like a child at the holidays, the Riedel family radiates energy, 
enthusiasm and passion. As a family, and through their business, The 
Sports Den, they continue to give back to the community in countless 
ways. You’ll enjoy reading their story and learning about their desire to 
make a difference throughout the year.  

Giving back is a theme we hear often. Quality Roofing gives back 
for many reasons, including appreciation for the support of the 
community and for the wonderful patient care provided at Marshfield 
Clinic. Like The Sports Den, Quality Roofing is also family-owned. Mark 
and Pat Begotka understand the importance of helping to make the 
community a better place for our children and future generations.

As we look back on 2014, we celebrate each of you and your desire to make 
a difference. Your support, volunteerism or involvement helps Marshfield 
Clinic to continue to provide better care for our patients. As you celebrate 
the holidays with your family, please pause for a moment, and reflect on the 
difference you’ve made, and know how thankful we are for you.

Wishing you and your family a safe, happy and magical holiday season.  

Sincerely,

 
 
Teri
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Denny and Joan Riedel figure it’s 
just how they were raised. They 
were both brought up by parents 
who emphasized the importance 
of giving back to their community.

Marshfield Clinic has certainly 
benefitted from their generous 
investments of time and energy. 
They organize two major 
fundraisers for the Clinic: The 
Breast Cancer Awareness Ride and 
Run (BCARR) and the Hub City 
Days Duathlon.

The Riedels are co-owners of The 
Sports Den, a bicycle and sporting 
goods store on Marshfield’s south 
side. They have a natural business 

TO THE COMMUNITY
BACK 

connection to events like BCARR, 
but that’s far from their main 
motivation. Breast cancer has 
afflicted multiple generations in 
Denny and Joan’s families. 

“My grandmother had breast cancer 
back in the 1950s,” Joan said. “The 
treatments then were not monitored 
and what she went through was 
just horrible.” Both of their mothers 
and an aunt, as well as dear friends 
and co-workers, are breast cancer 
survivors and warriors. 

“We do this event to honor the 
women in our lives who have been 
afflicted with breast cancer and 
the men, women and children who 

battled through it with them,” Joan 
said. Research is very important 
to the Riedels and they stage 
these events in hopes that their 
generation can say they fought 
AND found a cure for breast cancer.

Trek Bicycle Corporation started the 
national autumn ride and The Sports 
Den, as a Trek dealer, jumped on 
board. In 2007 they started BCARR 
in conjunction with the fall ride and 
added a fundraising component.  
All proceeds from the biking  
portion of the event support breast 
cancer research.

“We organized the first breast 
cancer awareness ride in just two 
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weeks, and we tied for number-
one in the country in terms of 
participation and revenues raised,” 
Denny said. The next year they 
met with the Clinic’s Development 
Department, who suggested they 
attend a program on volunteer 
fundraising. It showed them how to 
enhance the returns from their event 
by holding raffles and encouraging 
other businesses and individuals 
to make additional cash or in-kind 
contributions. They also encouraged 
cancer specialists and survivors to 
give heart-warming presentations 
and set up a post-event meal.

“We decided we needed to partner 
with Development and this has 
become a very good relationship,” 
Denny said. The Riedels chose to 
devote the event’s proceeds to 
the Clinic’s mobile mammography 
units, which make mammography 
available to people in rural areas 
throughout Wisconsin. Many of 
these people do not otherwise have 
convenient access to this important 
cancer screening procedure.

“I was an X-ray technologist and 
used to perform mammograms, 
so it made sense,” said Joan, who 
is now an ultrasonographer at 
Marshfield Clinic, while Denny runs 
the bike store.

About four years ago, Chief 
Development Officer Teri Wilczek 
had another idea. 

“She said she was not a bicyclist 
but a runner, and wondered if 
we could add a run and walk 
to the event?” Denny recalled. 
They agreed, and that’s how the 
event became the Breast Cancer 
Awareness Ride and Run or 
BCARR for short. This year with 
the support of 430 participants, 
the event raised $23,000. But 
that’s still not all for the Riedels’ 
involvement in philanthropy.

Denny participated in a couple 
of triathlons and enjoyed them, 
except for one thing.

“I’m horrible at swimming,” he 
noted. He later participated in 
a Duathlon in Stevens Point, 
involving a run, bike ride and run, 
with no swimming.

“It made sense to me that we 
could host something like this 
in Marshfield, since we don’t 
have a nearby body of water for 
swimming,” he said. They decided to 
organize a duathlon in Marshfield.

That event, now known as the Hub 
City Days Duathlon, completed its 
fourth year in July and has raised 
almost $140,000 to support Youth 
Net. This is an afterschool program 
of Marshfield Clinic’s  Center for 
Community Outreach, serving 
referred 8-18 year olds living in the 
Marshfield area.

“We’ve had some personal 
involvement with that program 
and we feel it’s very beneficial for 
at-risk kids,” Joan said. But staging 
the event is just part of it. The 
Riedels turned to the other major 
bike company they represent, 
Specialized, which this year 
donated six new bikes and helmets 
for the Youth Net children to use.

“Specialized Bicycle Company 
saw the bicycle donation as 
doing something good for the 
community,” Denny said.

The BCARR and Duathlon both 
require long hours on Denny’s 
part, but are still not his only 
commitment to the community. He 
helps out with the annual Cranberry 
Ride, a series of longer rides for 
more serious bike enthusiasts that 
supports the Ronald McDonald 
House in Marshfield. He assists at 
several area bike rodeos, teaching 
bicycle safety and maintenance. He 
supports the “Bike for Honor Flight” 
fundraiser and the Highground 
Bicycle Tour and is on the board of 
directors for the Marshfield Area 
Ski Touring Foundation.  He tries to 
help others as he can. 

“You want to do right for everybody 
but sometimes you just can’t and you 
have to hope that someone else will 
pick it up,” he said. He’s glad to have 
the help of their three daughters, 
Angela Montalvo, who co-chairs 
the Duathlon; Breanna VanDeHey, 
who works at the store; and Chelsie 
Rennicke, a teacher who travels from 
southeast Wisconsin to help out. 
His mother, Dorothy, also provides 
something extra that regular BCARR 
participants look forward to: her 
homemade molasses cookies.

“Denny and Joan are two of the 
most energetic people I know. 
Their passion for making a 
difference is truly admirable; we 
are so fortunate to partner with 
them on several wonderful events,” 
Wilczek said.

“This community is amazing for the 
support we get, from companies 
like Thrivent Financial, who have 
been wonderful,” Denny said. “I’d 
like to name everybody who’s 
helped us but I just can’t. I wouldn’t 
want to leave anyone out.” B

“We do this event to 
honor the women in 
our lives who have 
been afflicted with 
breast cancer and 

the men, women and 
children who battled 

through it with them.”

Joan Riedel
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For Quality Roofing in Marshfield, it’s all 
about the event. They truly enjoy being a 
major sponsor at Rich Seubert’s Celebrity 
Trap Shoot, a fundraiser to support heart 
research at Marshfield Clinic.

Quality Roofing enjoys sponsoring trap shoot
“When I first met with the Clinic, 
one of the first things I said was 
‘we’re not golfers.’ But the trap 
shoot combines a good cause 
with a real fun event and we love 
it,” Pat Begotka said. “Plus we 
get to enjoy Ann’s wonderful 
cookies.” (Ann Seubert, mother 
of former NFL player Rich, is 
known for her homemade cookies 
served at the event.)
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Quality Roofing enjoys sponsoring trap shoot
Quality Roofing does commercial 
roofing and metal wall panel work, 
using mainly Firestone Building 
Products specially designed to 
withstand nature’s winter wrath. 

Mark and Pat Begotka bought the 
business in 1990 from Vic Koenig, 
who founded it in 1943. Koenig 
was looking to retire and the 
Begotkas were fresh out of college. 
Koenig was willing to finance the 
operation, and that first year Pat 
and Mark worked side-by-side 
doing residential roofs. Flash 
forward to the present, where they 
have about 40 employees covering 
much of the state, as well as Iowa 
and Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

“We did one commercial building 
that first year and knew that 
was the way we wanted to go,” 
he said. Although they had little 
experience, Jim Johnson of 
Johnson Garment was willing to 
give them an opportunity with 
their roof. Frank Thomas with 
Neillsville Bank was next, and then 
they got the opportunity to do 
work at Augusta High School in 
Western Wisconsin. That led to 
further opportunities in Augusta 
and with other schools.

Their most famous customer? 
That’s easy; Lambeau Field in 
Green Bay, where their crews 
spent six months doing roofing 
and metal fabrication on almost 
every section of the iconic stadium 
during its recent expansion and 
renovation project.

Quality Roofing owners Pat and Mark Begotka (from left) pose with employees Kyle Schultz, Lucas Kramer, 
David Peters and Andy Stachowicz.

“I told the guys that anywhere 
you go in the U.S., if you said you 
worked at Lambeau Field, they 
would automatically know where 
you were talking about,” Mark said. 

Quality Roofing’s largest project 
is Printpack in Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin, a food labeling plant 
where keeping everything dry is 
extremely important.

Pat and Mark have nothing 
but praise for their customers, 
especially the early ones.

“We were young and just out of 
college and there was no reason 
for anyone to give us a chance,” 
Pat said. “But Marshfield and the 
surrounding areas have been real 
good to us. We grew and got to 

the next level of success, so you 
want to give back some of it.” 
In addition to the Seubert Trap 
Shoot, Quality Roofing supports 
several community organizations 
and various area schools.

The Begotkas are also grateful for 
the specialized treatment many of 
their close family members, and 
their employees’ family members, 
have received at Marshfield Clinic.

The couple also said they would 
be remiss in not recognizing 
loyal employees. “We have such 
exceptional people here,” she said. 
“It’s a challenging trade and they 
work darn hard. You don’t run a 
roofing company or a construction 
business without that. If they weren’t 
here, we wouldn’t be here.” B

Quality Roofing is especially proud of the work they did at Lambeau Field 
in Green Bay.
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Project Shine 
This year’s employee giving appeal 
theme Going Above and Beyond 
was the perfect way to honor this 
generosity. Employee and physician 
gifts totaled more than $185,000 
during the Project Shine campaign.

“We wanted to do something 
fun that made people feel good, 
celebrated the hard work they 
do and showed what it means to 
be part of Marshfield Clinic,” said 
Rikki Starich, annual giving officer. 
The Going Above and Beyond 
theme was accompanied with 
aviation-themed activities.  

Each year Project Shine features 
employee fundraising taking place 
within departments of all sizes and 
centers throughout the system. 
These events are a chance to raise 
money for good causes, learn more 
about how philanthropy impacts 
Marshfield Clinic patients and build 
team spirit and camaraderie.  

In addition to the nearly 600 
employees who made individual 
gifts to support the campaign, 
countless people participated 
in these grassroots efforts. 
Departments hosted blue jean days, 
soda and snack sales, bake sales 
and even a paper airplane contest.

Marshfield Clinic employees go Above and Beyond

Stock in the Mission
When Marshfield Clinic completed 
its governance conversion last 
spring to a non-stock corporation, 
each shareholder physician was 
returned the $1,000 investment 
they made at the time of 
becoming a shareholder.  

At the time of this conversion, 
they were also given the chance to 
donate their redemption proceeds 
back to the Clinic, a unique 
opportunity no other shareholders 
have been given in the Clinic’s 
history. Altogether, 122 physicians 
chose to do so, resulting in 
$121,500 in additional support of 
the mission of the Clinic.  

Many physicians chose to 
support their local patient care 
funds, meaning the gifts made a 
difference for the patients they 
are treating every day. In addition 
physicians supported educational 
and residency programs, medical 
research in many different 
diseases and other priority areas 
throughout the Clinic system.  

Pink Days
Marshfield Clinic employees 
raised money and showed 
support of breast cancer patients 
through the annual “Pink Days.” 

Each Wednesday in October is 
designated a day for employees to 
wear pink to help raise awareness 
of breast cancer.  

New this year, employees could 
purchase a button that reads “I 
wear pink in honor of…,” giving 
the fundraising initiative a more 
personal tie-in for many staff.

“Walking through the halls seeing 
buttons in support of colleagues, 
mothers, aunts, grandmothers, 
daughters and special friends was 
really powerful,” said Kathy Leick, 
manager of student programs. “We 
all know someone who has been 
affected by breast cancer and it’s 
nice to show our support.”

In addition to the button sales, 
departments and centers 
organized special fundraisers. 
Shellie Donovan, R.N. B.S.N., breast 
care coordinator at the Minocqua 
and James Beck Cancer Centers, 
sold pink and black Hope t-shirts 
advertising breast cancer services 
in the Northwoods.

“The shirts show people they 
are not fighting alone and give 
patients more knowledge about 
where to turn if they need help,” 
Donovan said.  Proceeds from 
the t-shirt sales supported the 
Northwoods Cancer Care Fund. B

Community members and local businesses give of their 
time and talent to have an impact on Marshfield Clinic 
patients. Clinic providers and staff are no different. 
Our employees have long been known for extending 
themselves to help patients, advancing the Clinic’s 
mission, and assisting people in need.  

In 2014, they once again demonstrated this compassion 
and generosity. Throughout the year, employees went 
above and beyond expectations by supporting the 
Clinic’s three-part mission through their donations. Their 
efforts resulted in nearly $315,000 to support patient 
needs, educational opportunities and research projects.
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About 1 million of Wisconsin’s 5.7 
million residents don’t have access 
to regular dental care, according 
to public health estimates. Some 
300,000 people have untreated 
periodontal disease, a preventable 
condition for those receiving 
adequate dental care. This 
condition goes widely unnoticed 
until it becomes a serious acute, 
emergency medical condition.  

Compounding the issue is that 
Wisconsin dentists are retiring faster 
than they can be replaced, and rural 
areas of the State are the hardest hit.

But now, thanks to the generosity 
of Delta Dental of Wisconsin, which 
is headquartered in Stevens Point, 
and the Otto Bremer Foundation 
– which owns Bremer Banks in 
Wisconsin, North Dakota and 
Minnesota – Marshfield Clinic is 
training the next generation of 
dentists to help patients in rural and 
underserved areas of the State have 
the healthiest mouth possible. 

The Clinic’s Advanced Education 
in General Dentistry (AEGD) 
Residency Program is training 
dentists to serve rural populations 
in Wisconsin. The one-year program 
will gradually increase capacity to 
train up to 25 residents annually. 
AEGD will help bridge the state’s 
shortfall of dentists in rural areas.

“This dental program will 
give dental residents a broad 
background and valuable 
experience in treating a variety 
of dental issues, ranging from 
general care to oral surgery,” said 
Tiffany O’Brien, D.D.S., AEGD 
residency director and Marshfield 
Dental Center dentist who is 
training AEGD’s first rotation of 
dental residents. “Our program 
is special because we provide 

Grants support dental training for rural areas
unique opportunities for our AEGD 
residents to treat highly acute 
patients. Many of our patients are 
medically fragile or compromised 
and also may be mentally or 
physically challenged.”

According to Education Division 
Administrator G. Joseph Kilsdonk, 
Au.D.,“interprofessional training  
such as this is critical for advancing 
integrated care and  achieving 
improved patient outcomes.”

Dental residents conduct their 
training at the clinic’s dental centers, 
operated in partnership with Family 
Health Center of Marshfield, Inc.  
Not only do they perform 
examinations, root canals and 
periodontal surgery under the watch 
of a supervisor, but they get valuable 
experience on rotations at the Clinic 
with staff in Internal Medicine, Oral 
Surgery and other departments.

Amit Acharya, B.D.S., Ph.D., 
director of the Institute for Oral 
and Systemic Health at Marshfield 
Clinic Research Foundation, said 
the generosity of the Otto Bremer 
Foundation and Delta Dental has 
created an important partnership 
that will benefit millions of 
Wisconsin residents. It means 
more affordable dental care and 
increased access for patients who 
are uninsured and on Medicaid. 

 “About 90 percent of Family 
Health Center’s patients receive 
both medical and dental care,” 
Acharya said. “That means that 
dental care providers and residents 
have access to the patients’ 
complete medical records. The link 
between oral health and a person’s 
overall wellness is strong and our 
providers have a complete picture 
of a person’s health to give them 
the best care possible.”

AEGD wouldn’t be possible 
without community support. Delta 
Dental provided a grant to help 
with development for the dental 
residency program and additional 
funds to support a Program Resident 
in 2014 and 2015. The Otto Bremer 
Foundation also provided a grant.

“This entire program, except 
for the ‘bricks and mortar,’ was 
funded by donated dollars,” said 
Matt Schneider, Marshfield Clinic 
Development officer. “These 
partners believe in the importance 
of dental care and making it 
accessible everywhere.”

“Supporting dental workforce 
development and helping ensure 
there are dentists trained to meet 
the needs of the rural communities 
we serve is an integral part of 
our mission,” said Ann Boson, 
director of the Charitable Fund 
at Delta Dental. “We are proud to 
partner with Marshfield Clinic and 
believe this AEGD program is a 
tremendous asset to improving the 
oral health of Wisconsin residents.”

Jim Lahti, a Bremer bank 
president, said the AEGD fits 
the mission of the Otto Bremer 
Foundation based on the intent of 
its founder, Otto Bremer.

“His vision and longstanding 
commitment to communities 
during and after the Great 
Depression are carried forward 
today through the Foundation’s 
work in the places that are homes 
to Bremer Banks,” Lahti said. “The 
Otto Bremer Foundation strives 
to help build healthy, vibrant 
communities where basic needs 
are met, mutual regard is prized, 
and opportunities for economic, 
civic, and social participation are 
within everyone’s reach.” B



8

DONOR SUPPORT  
MAKES RESEARCH  
STUDIES POSSIBLE

Your gifts at work

Botox for kids with cerebral palsy

Can injections of Botox help children with cerebral palsy to speak 
better? That was the subject of a case study undertaken by Jill Meilahn, 
D.O., a Marshfield Clinic pediatric rehabilitation medicine specialist.

Botox is perhaps best known for its ability to temporarily remove facial 
wrinkles. But among specialists like Dr. Meilahn, this substance has been 
used since the 1980s with children to relieve spasticity, or the inability 
to relax muscles. Their overly tight muscles keep affected children from 
walking, speaking or even breathing properly.

Botox clearly helped address spasticity in leg muscles, allowing some 
children with CP to walk better. But might it also help with speech? 
There has been no prospective research to support such a theory.

To find out, Dr. Meilahn worked with speech pathologists to set up a 
series of tests to measure speech patterns before an injection with 
Botox, and at four weeks and 10 weeks after the injection. The tests 
measured how clearly they could talk, how loudly they could talk and 
how many words they could say in one breath. Parents were also given  
a questionnaire.

“The kids didn’t show much physical change during any of the tests, but 
the parents did notice a difference,” Dr. Meilahn said. “They felt the kids 
were up in all three categories, and the parents especially felt they could 
understand their children’s speech better and the children would talk 
more to their family and friends.”

Dr. Meilahn believes this study could pave the way for further, multi-
center studies that could better show the benefits of Botox on speech. 

Jill Meilahn, D.O. 
Marshfield Clinic  

pediatric rehabilitation  
medicine specialist
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Thyroid nodules

Roger Kulstad, M.D., a Marshfield Clinic endocrinologist, had a question: 
was it really necessary to surgically remove large nodules, or growths, 
found in the thyroid gland, regardless of the outcome of a fine needle 
biopsy?

“Previous studies suggested that thyroid biopsy results were not reliable 
once a nodule reached a certain size. Because of this, our current practice 
is to surgically remove thyroid nodules larger than 4 cm (about 1.5 inches), 
even if a biopsy is benign,” said Dr. Kulstad. 

“The big question, of course, is whether the nodule is cancerous or 
benign,” he noted. These nodules are quite common, occurring in up to 30 
percent of the general population and up to 60 percent of women over 
50. Most are benign, but about 5-7 percent of them are cancerous.

“Our goal is to identify these patients using the least aggressive and 
invasive techniques possible. We want to catch those who need treatment, 
while avoiding unnecessary procedures for those at lower risk for cancer,” 
Dr. Kulstad said.

Surgical removal requires general anesthesia and carries the usual risks 
inherent in any surgery. Complications are rare when expert surgeons are 
involved, but when they do occur, they can be devastating. Fine needle 
biopsy, by comparison, involves routing a very thin needle directly into 
the thyroid, in the patient’s neck. A sample drawn through the needle is 
placed on a slide for analysis by a pathologist. The procedure is safe and 
relatively painless.

For years, doctors didn’t trust those results and insisted on removing 
larger growths. But Dr. Kulstad wasn’t so sure.

“I started noticing that the biopsy results were actually very reliable,” he 
said. “I went back 10 years in our database, looking for all patients who 
had a thyroid biopsy and ultimately surgery.” Those results aren’t final 
yet, but Dr. Kulstad can say that the fine needle biopsies are much more 
accurate than doctors had thought.

“Let’s say an 85-year-old woman comes in and has a nodule bigger than 4 
cm, and her biopsy comes back benign” he noted. “Do you tell this patient 
you can’t trust the biopsy and she needs surgery at her age?” That’s 
an extreme example, but endocrinologists are trying to find out which 
patients could safely avoid surgery, perhaps using their genetic make-up.

More study is required to change the current standard. For now, Dr. 
Kulstad believes older patients with large nodules probably don’t need to 
undergo surgical removal. Younger patients should be treated individually, 
with careful study of their situation. B

Roger Kulstad, M.D. 
Marshfield Clinic 
endocrinologist



10

Balloons return for record-breaking Auction of Champions
The old was new once again at 

this year’s Auction of Champions, 
where a record $313,000 was 
raised to benefit the National Farm 
Medicine Center (NFMC).

The generosity of Marshfield 
Clinic supporters, employees and 
community members was on 
display during this wild adventure. 
The grand finale, a fixture at past 
AOCs, was resurrected in the 
form of balloons, which provided 
additional “pop” to the evening.

The 300-plus people who 
attended the gala at RiverEdge 
Golf Course helped surpass last 
year’s total of $279,692 to support 
NFMC’s farm safety programs and 
research. Since the first Auction 
in 1982, the annual gala has raised 
more than $3.3 million for NFMC, 
a center of Marshfield Clinic 
Research Foundation (MCRF). 

“We are truly grateful for the 
community’s support of agriculture 
and of our programs and 
services that benefit hardworking 

farmers,” said Tammy Ellis, 
NFMC education/outreach 
specialist. “Our donors’ generosity 
is making it possible for the Farm 
Center to address significant and 
preventable threats to the farm 
population’s well-being, such as 
tractor rollovers and skin cancer.”

This year’s auction featured a 
safari adventure theme. Guys 
donned ties with ostriches and 
zebras and the ladies broke  
out leopard-print dresses for  
the event.

“It was remarkable seeing people 
having fun with the new ideas 
we implemented and dressing 
to the safari theme,” said Tiffany 
Halan, special events coordinator, 
Development. “We’re already 
discussing next year’s event to 
come up with another theme 
participants can get excited about.”

Meat packages were popular items 
during the live auction bidding, 
with one package selling for 
$8,500. Jewelry, travel packages 
and Green Bay Packers tickets were 
among the 27 live auction items, in 
addition to a terrific silent auction. 

Murray Brilliant, Ph.D., Center for 
Human Genetics, MCRF, was the 
winner of the one-week stay in 
Scariff, Ireland, donated by Ann 
McKiernan, Speech Pathology, 
and Fergus McKiernan, M.D., 
Rheumatology, Marshfield Center. 
The trip was a new pre-auction 
raffle, generating $15,000 with the 
winner announced at the event.

Katie Heiman had the last balloon standing.
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Balloons return for record-breaking Auction of Champions
Another highlight of the evening 
was the $38,000 raised for skin 
cancer screening though the 
Fund-a-Need auction. Attendees 
donated the funds after Clayton 
Green, M.D., Dermatology, 
Marshfield Center, described his 
experience working with farmers 
and how their busy schedules 
often precludes them from getting 
screened. The funds will be used to 
perform community outreach and 
provide skin cancer screenings at 
local agricultural events.

Funds raised also support 
key activities such as editorial 
management of the Journal of 
Agromedicine, a peer-reviewed 
publication that delivers timely 
research, reviews and case  
reports to rural health 
practitioners; hand-washing 
stations at the Central Wisconsin 
State Fair; and safety information 
booths at outreach events. 

The grand finale featured balloons. 
Individuals who bought eight key 
items, and two random picks from 
the audience, stepped forward to 

claim a balloon. Auctioneer Jerry 
Meissner then started a bidding 
frenzy, raising $17,000, in which 
the individuals holding a balloon 
could sell it or take a chance on 
ending up with their balloon being 
popped.  The last balloon standing 
won!

It was all in great fun, with four 
exciting grand prizes up for the 
taking. Katie Heiman was the 
grand finale winner and selected 
a Polaris Ranger ATV. Her other 
options were a John Deere zero-
turn radius lawn mower, a two-
year lease on a Jeep, or a Yamaha 
WaveRunner personal watercraft.

The grand finale balloon popping 
was always done by Bill Allen, long 
time AOC supporter who died in 
2007. Taking his place on stage 
was his wife, Pat, who popped the 
last balloon.

“Our dedicated and enthusiastic 
AOC committee recommended 
we bring back the popular 
balloon event and it certainly 
did not disappoint.  The ideas 

and creativity that this group of 
community members shows year 
after year is incredible and it is an 
honor to work with them,” Halan 
said.  Chaired by Josh Meissner 
of Norm-E-Lane Farm, the AOC 
committee is composed of 40 
volunteers who work tirelessly to 
make this event a success. B

Enjoying the Auction were (from left) 

Dr. Susan Turney, Marshfield Clinic 

Health System CEO, Floyd Hamus 

(who bought the Clay Matthews 

Packers helmet) and Dr. Ann Smith.



Laura Lauer takes  
aim at her target.
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Aim for a Cure
Event organizer Laura Lauer, like 
so many people, has felt the pain 
cancer can have on individuals 
and families. But as an oncology 
research nurse at Marshfield Clinic, 
she also sees advances being 
made every day to save lives. 
That’s why she helps organize 
Aim for a Cure, supporting cancer 
research at Marshfield Clinic 
Research Foundation. 

Aim for a Cure was back for the 
third year, on August 2 and 3 at the 
Blackhawk Archery Club in Custer. 
The event again celebrated the 
life of Richard Lepak, who spent a 
lot of time with a bow in his hand, 
enjoying the art of archery. 

Richard worked very hard to build 
the Blackhawk Archers Club as it 
stands today. Unfortunately, he was 
diagnosed with cancer and taken 
from his family and friends much 
too early. In his honor, Blackhawk 
Archers take pride in hosting a 
public archery shoot. The shoot 
offers access to the club’s newly-
designed outdoor range, which 
features 20 targets and a practice 
range up to 50 yards. The event 
raised $3,269 for cancer research.

“It is wonderful to be able to share 
something we enjoy with other 
people,” Lauer said. “It’s even 
better when our passion is able 
to contribute to the research that 
will make the lives better of those 
affected by cancer.”

Fore A Cure
This year’s record-breaking event 
included 172 golfers and dozens 
of sponsors who boosted the 
event’s total to $1.3 million since its 
inception 11 years ago. Sunny, warm 
weather made it a great day for 
golf. Food, games and silent and live 
auctions kept golfers entertained.

The golf outing is a very personal 
event for the Fonti family. Bill 
Fonti, president of Furniture & 
ApplianceMart, along with his 
siblings, Joe, Laurie and Vince, Jr., 
created this event with the goal of 
making services available to any 
individual who would otherwise not 
be able to afford them. The Fonti 
siblings’ grandmother, Catherine 
Fonti, beat breast cancer twice.

Fore a Cure golf outing raises 
money for breast cancer services at 
Marshfield Clinic, including:  
•  The Clinic’s Mobile Health Units 

which provide mammography and 
primary care services

•  The Catherine Fonti Angel Fund 
which helps women in need pay 
for mammograms

•  Juvenile diabetes. 

The Catherine Fonti Angel Fund 
provides approximately 100 
mammograms per year to women. 
The Clinic’s Mobile Mammography 
Units screen around 6,000 women 
annually. Additional funding for 
juvenile diabetes care programs was 
inspired by Vince Fonti III, who was 
diagnosed with diabetes when he 
was 8 years old. 

CALLED 
    TO
CALLED 
    TO

Volunteer Fundraising for Marshfield Clinic
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New this year was the $10,000 Mid-
State Truck “Putt your money where 
your mouth is” event. Golfers donated 
$20 and one golfer was randomly 
drawn for a chance to sink a long putt 
for the money. The golfer narrowly 
missed, but the game ratcheted up 
the excitement and helped raise more 
money for the cause.

Mike’s Run
Hundreds of runners and walkers 
came out on June 21 in Marshfield 
to pledge their support for Mike’s 
Run and Behavioral Health services 
at Marshfield Clinic. 

More than $34,000 was raised 
to continue the effort to erase 
the stigma around mental health 
issues and get people who suffer 
from these issues the care and 
resources they need. Proceeds 
will be used to continue educating 
the public on mental health issues 
through additional resources and 
community education projects.

Mike’s Run includes a five-mile 
run and a two-mile fun run/walk. 
The event honors the memory of 
Marshfield native Mike Hackman, 
who took his life in 2010 after 
suffering from mental illness  
for years. 

The event has raised over 
$138,000 the past four years. 

A team of more than 50 
community members and 
volunteers, including a large 
number of Marshfield Clinic 
physicians and staff, woke bright 
and early to work the registration 
tables and routes that morning, 
hand out water, shout runner times 
and encourage all involved to keep 
up the great work. 

Hub City Days Duathlon
Ranging in age from 11-
72, competitors came from 
throughout the country to 
compete in the Hub City Days 
Duathlon. Over 400 participants 
lined the start corral on July 27 at 
the University of Wisconsin Wood 
County/Marshfield, eager to record 
a personal best time, beat their 
buddy, or become a “finisher.” 

With new and improved running 
routes this year, participants faced 
a two-mile run, followed by a 14-
mile bike ride, and ending with 
another two-mile trail run.

Proceeds benefit the Center for 
Community Outreach’s Youth 
Net program at Marshfield Clinic, 
a youth development program 
serving youth ages 8-18 in the 

Marshfield area. The program 
targets educational and  
academic success; development 
of personal and social skills; 
and participation in recreational 
activities and supervised 
community service opportunities. 

Hub City Days Duathlon was 
the second leg of the Central 
Wisconsin Duathlon Triple Crown. 
The Woodson YMCA/Badger State 
Games Duathlon was June 14 in 
Weston and United Way’s Run, 
Bike, Unite Duathlon in Stevens 
Point was Aug. 23. All participants 
who completed all three duathlons 
in the Triple Crown received a 
special T-shirt and awards were 
handed out in each age group.

Golf for Research
The 16th annual Golf for Research 
presented by Solarus was held 
Aug. 19, at Lake Arrowhead Golf 
Course in Nekoosa. The event 
featured 140 golfers who shot six 
holes each of scramble, best ball 
and alternate shot, and helped 
raise over $64,000 for adult 
and pediatric cancer research at 
Marshfield Clinic. 

Research is critical to saving lives 
in communities in the Clinic’s 
service area. Golf for Research has 
made a big impact by providing 
more than $848,835 since the 
event’s inception, to support 
cancer research at Marshfield 
Clinic Research Foundation.. 

Special guests Kathy and Brandon 
Ballschmieder addressed the 
crowd prior to golf, telling their 
story and what cancer research 
means to them. Brandon was 15 
when he was diagnosed in 2010 
with a rare form of leukemia. 
The long-term prospects weren’t 
good. A bone marrow transplant 
wasn’t an option because a match 
couldn’t be found. Duathlon participants start  

the biking portion of the race.



Shelby GT500s are lined up at the Cruise for a Cause, where the 
Clinic’s latest mobile mammography unit was also on display. 

Participants in the Breast Cancer Awareness Ride  
and Run are ready to take off.
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He underwent a clinical trial with 
Pediatric Oncologist/Hematologist 
Michael McManus, M.D., that lasted 
more than two years. With the 
help of aggressive chemotherapy, 
Ballschmieder celebrated his 18th 
birthday in 2013, having completed 
his treatment. 

“Research provided an option for 
a study for Brandon that wasn’t 
available before,” said Kathy 
Ballschmieder, Brandon’s mother. 
“Without research, I don’t believe 
he would be standing here with  
us today.”

Cruise for a Cause Celebrates 
50 years of Ford Mustang
Celebrating 50 years of Ford 
Mustang, the Fall Cruise for a 
Cause weekend held October 
3-5, offered nearly a dozen 
activities. Among them were a 
golf tournament, car show, guided 
restaurant and road tours, bowling, 
fashion show, raffles, music, a 
60’s costume party, poker run, 
autocross, auction and banquet, 
discounted Wisconsin Dells 
attractions and more. 

Dan Neve started Cruise for a 
Cause in 2010 when both his wife 
and mother were diagnosed with 
breast cancer within months of 
each other. Proceeds generated 
from this event support breast and 
prostate cancer research being 
done right here at Marshfield Clinic, 
as well as mobile mammography.

Traveling the country and setting 
up booths at events with his 
2010 Shelby GT500 named Hope 
parked right next to him, Cruise 
for a Cause organizer Neve works 
throughout the year delivering 
hope wherever he goes.

Softball and beanbag tourney
The 10th Annual Tossing for Breast 
Cancer Softball and 6th Annual 
Beanbag Tournament took place 
at the Marshfield Fairgrounds on 
September 20. As the saying goes, 
“All good things must come to an 
end,” true in this case because it 
was the last year the tournaments 
will be run. The event also included 
cake walks, 50/50 raffle, silent 
auctions and many other raffles. 

The event proceeds support 
research and assists medical 
expenses of a current or past 
softball player undergoing 
treatment. This year, the proceeds 
went entirely to research as, 
thankfully, no player was being 
treated for breast cancer at the 
time. The final tournament was the 
biggest ever, raising over $6,400.

Over the past 10 years, the 
tournament has totaled 
$36,500.00, with $8,000 going 
directly to individuals to assist with 
medical bills. The tournament has 
come a long way since the first 
two years, which raised $508 and 
$800, respectively. 

Connie Greenwald was the lead 
organizer. Committee members 
included Sue Leahy, Connie 
Wavrunek, Tammy Livingston and 
Bob and Dawn Chaffin.

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Ride/Run 
The 7th Annual Breast Cancer 
Awareness Ride/Run was hosted 
at The Sports Den on Oct. 11. The 
unpredictable October weather 
worked in the event’s favor 
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this year, allowing 430 runners, 
walkers, and bikers to take the 
streets in their pink attire. 

For the second year in a row, 
participants signed up as teams 
and encouraged their friends 
and family to join them in raising 
awareness for breast cancer. 
Twenty teams signed up and were 
each recognized at the event. 

This year, BCARR raised nearly 
$25,000 to support the Mobile 
Health Screening Program at 
Marshfield Clinic. BCARR also 
raises funds for The Breast  
Cancer Research Foundation 
through their partnership with  
Trek Bicycle Company.

Bring Light to BBS
Bring Light to BBS is an 
organization founded by a group 
of families who are affected by 
Bardet Biedl Syndrome (BBS). 
Their mission is to improve the 
treatment and care of people with 
BBS by raising funds for research 
and education for parents, medical 
professionals and researchers. 

Bring Light to BBS Minneapolis: 
The 1st Annual Bring Light to 
BBS FootGolf event was held in 
Bloomington, Minn., on September 
22. With a goal to improve the 
treatment and care of people 
with BBS, the Alms and Novetzke 

families teamed up to host an 
afternoon of fun, raising awareness 
and nearly $27,000 to support 
BBS research into this rare disease 
at Marshfield Clinic. 

The event began on the golf 
course with a new, but highly 
popular game of FootGolf. Teams 
of four took to the course with 
their soccer balls and knee-high 
argyle socks, aiming for a three-
foot diameter hole in the middle of 
the fairway. After FootGolf, guests 
were entertained with live music, 
dinner, silent and live auctions, 
and testimonials from families who 
have a child with BBS.

Bring Light to BBS Atlanta: On 
October 23, Donna West and her 
family hosted a Bring Light to  

BBS golf tournament in Newnan, 
Ga. With a goal to raise $20,000, 
West organized a day of golf for 
her friends, family, and colleagues. 

Over 140 golfers participated in 
the event, each hoping to sink the 
hole in one, hit the longest drive, or 
purchase the winning raffle ticket 
for the big screen TV. However, the 
center of the day was the hope of 
improving the treatment and care 
of people with BBS.

ALS Steps for Hope
On Sept. 6, over 300 people 
gathered at Wildwood Park in 
Marshfield to participate in the 
1st Annual Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (ALS) Steps for Hope 
event. This run/walk was organized 
by the Braun family in memory of 
their father and brother, John Braun.

With the goal of raising awareness 
for ALS and raising funds for ALS 
Research at Marshfield Clinic, the 
Braun family worked tirelessly for 
three months to plan and organize 
this inaugural event. Dr. Jaime 
Boero attended the event to speak 
about ALS and the importance 
of research in providing hope for 
future generations. 

BBS families show their  
support with special events 
to raise money for BBS  
research and education.

Several Marshfield Clinic 
physicians were among those 
getting icy water dumped over 
their heads.

Participants in the run/
walk reach the finish line.



Families honored their loved ones by creating luminary 
bags at the Junction City Candle Light Cancer Walk.

“This past year our family 
lost my father, John Braun, 
to ALS, a devastating disease 
with no survivors. This 
disease needs more awareness 
and a cure. We decided as a 
family to start a fundraising 
event to provide Marshfield 
Clinic with an opportunity to 
continue their efforts for ALS 
research, bringing the chance for 
finding a cure one step closer. 
This provides hope for our 
family and to so many others 
affected by ALS.” 
–  The Braun Family,  

Darrin and Lynn

“The farming community that has 
always been a part of our life, and 
the support we received as youth, 
got us to where we are today. 
We have chosen to act on what 
has touched us. Supporting the 
National Farm Medicine Center 
and the Child Advocacy Center is 
a way for us to pay it forward.” 
– Bonnie and Brad Guse

As a way to promote the event, 
Darrin Braun challenged Dr. Boero, 
Dr. Narayana Murali, and his 
uncle, Gary Braun, to participate 
in the Ice Bucket Challenge. In 
addition, Drs. Timothy Boyle and 
Benjamin Lawler participated in 
the challenge, which took place 
on August 28. Each accepted the 
challenge and were good sports as 
buckets of icy water were dumped 
over their heads.

Junction City Candle Light 
Cancer Walk
Kelly Kerchefski and Beth Slowinski 
once again organized the Junction 
City Candle Light Cancer Walk 
to benefit pediatric oncology 
patients at Marshfield Clinic. 
Their community walk included 
an illuminated walking path, lit 
with luminary bags decorated in 
honor or in memory of loved ones. 
Families could also light paper 
lanterns to launch once the sun set. 

Kelly and Beth both lost a sister to 
cancer. This event was created to 
celebrate their memories and bring 
the community together to show 
support and bring awareness to the 
continued hope of finding a cure.

Becky Krause, mother to cancer 
survivor Will, participated in the 
event with her family. 

“The Junction City Cancer 
Walk was such an encouraging 
experience for our family to 
take part in this year,” she said. 
“Beth and Kelly have taken their 
heartbreaking experiences and 
made them into something 
heartwarming. This event showed 
the amazing giving spirit of a small 
Wisconsin Community. Our family 
was honored to be a part of such a 
touching and uplifting event.”

Funds raised at the event were 
designated to the Krause Family 
Pediatric Cancer Angel Fund.

Laughs on the Lake
On July 17, Deuces Wild Dueling 
Pianos took the stage at The 
Campanile Center for the Arts in 
Minocqua for an evening of comedy, 
music and improvisation. Laughs on 
the Lake supported the Northwoods 
Cancer Care Fund while providing 
entertainment and laughter to the 
200 people in attendance. 

The event, formerly called Pianos 
for the Gardens, also supported 
the Horizons Gardens located at 
the Minocqua Center. Renovations 
to these healing gardens were 
completed in Fall 2014 thanks 
to the support of this dueling 
pianos event and a dedicated 
group of volunteers. They will be 
rededicated in Spring 2015. B
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Adedayo A. Onitilo, M.D.,  
 Ph.D., MSCR
Oncologist/Hematologist 
Center:  Weston/Stevens Point 
Years at Marshfield Clinic: 10 

Meet the People of  
Marshfield Clinic

Adedayo A. Onitilo, M.D., Ph.D., MSCR

Dr. Adedayo Onitilo is a busy man 
these days. Not only does this 
oncologist/hematologist see a 
full panel of patients in Weston 
and Stevens Point, he is also the 
service line director for all of the 
oncology/hematology locations in 
the Marshfield Clinic system.

Add to that the philanthropic 
support he provides in terms of 
charitable gifts and volunteering 
at events, and the research he 
performs with Marshfield Clinic 
Research Foundation. He also 
chairs the Wisconsin Cancer 
Council and is on the board of 
the American Cancer Society’s 
Wisconsin chapter.

“I think sleep is sometimes 
overrated,” he said with a chuckle. 
“I’m trying to learn how to relax, 
but if I sit for five or 10 minutes, I’m 
usually looking for something to do. I 
believe working actually relaxes me”

Dr. Onitilo thinks that at least some 
of this comes from his rigorous 
education in his native country 
of Nigeria. Few people in the 
United States are probably aware 
that Nigeria is one of the most 
educated countries in Africa.

“As a child, your job is to do well in 
school. All of your efforts are around 
that,” he noted. “I think you need to 
work hard at creating opportunities 
to polish your natural gifts.” 

Dr. Onitilo considers his leadership 
roles as honors bestowed on him 
by his colleagues, not as privileges. 
He still works as hard as ever on 
behalf of his patients. His thirst for 
knowledge has prompted him to 
earn his medical degree, complete 
a residency in New York and an 
oncology/hematology fellowship 
in South Carolina, where he also 
earned his master’s degree in clinical 
research. Recently, he completed his 
Ph.D. in Epidemiology from Australia. 

Outside of work, Dr. Onitilo keeps 
active through golfing, walking and 
other sports. He also enjoys traveling 
to new places and spending quality 
time with his family. B
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Webster’s New World Dictionary defines 
philanthropy as “a desire to help mankind, 
especially as shown by gifts to charitable 
or humanitarian institutions.”

“Making sure I give back”

That definition meshes with the 
views of Susan Turney, M.D., chief 
executive officer of Marshfield 
Clinic Health System (MCHS). Dr. 
Turney returned to the Clinic in 
September, where she practiced for 
22 years before taking the position 
of president and CEO of the Medical 
Group Management Association.

“One of the things I think about is 
love of humanity,” she said. “It’s really 
about caring, and what it means to 
be human. It also encompasses the 
spirit, and for us at MCHS it’s about 
our patients and communities and 
making sure we serve.”

She said philanthropy has always 
been a big part of her personal 
and professional life.

“So much has been given to me in 
the context of caring, nurturing, 
developing and enhancing,” she 
said. “I feel it’s part of my purpose 
in life to make sure I give back.”

Philanthropy is also a big part 
of Marshfield Clinic, both on the 
giving and receiving sides. MCHS 
reaches out to its communities in 
many ways, she noted, through 
screening tests held within its 
facilities or in mobile units that 
travel to rural areas, and events 
such as fun runs and golf outings 
that help keep people connected.

“Think about the fact that we 
provide essential dental services 
through the Family Health Center of 
Marshfield,” she said. “Many other 
institutions that are in business to 
care for people do not provide this 
kind of not-for-profit service. 

“People are also grateful for what 
Marshfield Clinic does for them, 
especially when we’re seeing them 
at some of the most vulnerable 
moments in their lives,” she said. 
That’s why philanthropy is so 
important, as a channel for people 
who want to give back.

“Just as we have specialists 
in areas such as heart disease 
and pediatric infections, the 
Development Department is 
a specialty area that requires 
expertise in making connections in 
our communities and beyond,” she 
said. “We’re lucky to have a great 
staff who do this every day.”

She got an appreciation for 
how important relationships 
are by attending the Auction 
of Champions. This annual gala 
benefits the National Farm 
Medicine Center, a program 
of Marshfield Clinic Research 
Foundation dedicated to health 
and safety on farms, a major 
concern in our area.

“It was very exciting to see 
how we’ve touched peoples’ 
lives. These are long-standing 
relationships,” she said. “They 
really believe in who we are and 
what we do.” 

Leaving the Clinic and the state for 
10 years, she saw the world through 
a different lens and realized there 
was something very special here.

“This is a great place. It really is,” 
she said. “I kept talking about 
Marshfield Clinic and putting it up 
on a pedestal, so finally I thought 
I’d better put my money where 
my mouth is and get back to work 
here, because I’ve been talking 
about it for years.” B

Susan Turney, M.D. 
Chief executive officer 

Marshfield Clinic Health System



Medical Advances at  
Marshfield Clinic
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“Our new DNA-based testing 
methods are far more accurate 
and faster,” said Tom Fritsche, 
M.D., Ph.D., a Marshfield Clinic 
pathologist and head of the Clinical 
Microbiology Section. “Patients 
can get the appropriate treatment 
sooner and get well faster.”

Dr. Fritsche praised the work 
of Core Lab Researcher Anna 
Schotthoefer, Ph.D., and colleagues 
at MCRF.

“They’ve done nice work at the 
basic science level, providing vital 
information about each of the 
tick-borne diseases in our region 
and how they can be detected,” 
he said. “We, on the clinical side, 
couldn’t have developed our 
diagnostic tests for patient use 
without them.” Dr. Fritsche noted 
there is considerable interest 

Using genetic testing to fight tick-borne disease

Tiny and often overlooked 
deer ticks are on the rise 
throughout Wisconsin and 

Minnesota. To better identify 
the diseases these under-sized 
critters can carry, Marshfield 
Clinic researchers have turned to 
molecular, or DNA-based, testing.

“Traditionally, we’ve had two 
primary ways to identify an 
infection,” said Timothy Uphoff, 
Ph.D., section head of Molecular 
Pathology. “We could look at a 
blood smear through a microscope 
or use a blood sample for testing 
to see if antibodies from the 
disease are present.”

These approaches are not always 
useful, however. It can take four to 
six weeks to finally get a diagnosis, 
and antibody tests don’t always 
accurately differentiate new 
infections from past exposure. 
Disease symptoms can also 
vary widely, so even if a person 
knew of a tick bite, symptoms 
might not show up right away for 
Lyme disease or one of the other 
common tick-borne diseases, 
anaplasmosis and babesiosis.

A collaborative research effort 
between Marshfield Labs, in 
partnership with Marshfield Clinic 
Research Foundation (MCRF), 
helped develop new testing 
methods that are far superior. 
Like other recent developments 
in medicine, these molecular tests 
focus on  DNA, the genetic code 
found in all living things. But in 
this case, it’s not human DNA but 
rather the DNA of the bacteria or 
parasite responsible for infection 
after a bite from an infected tick.

in these diseases in Europe, 
where Clinic researchers recently 
presented a paper on their 
experiences.

Although the new DNA tests 
allow for faster and more accurate 
results, Dr. Uphoff advises that 
the usual precautions still apply. 
When in the woods, keep your skin 
covered with long pants and shirt 
sleeves and tuck your pant-cuffs 
into your socks. Use a repellent, 
preferably containing DEET.

Anyone interested in supporting 
tick-borne disease research efforts 
at Marshfield Clinic should contact 
the Development Department at 
715-387-9249. B

Tom Fritsche, M.D., Ph.D., (left) and Timothy Uphoff, Ph.D.



 

Spotlight on Research

diagnosed with BBS. These 
people, mostly children, usually 
can’t get their care near their 
home because many times their 
local doctors don’t know about 
BBS, and it requires a multitude of 
specialists working together.

To better serve these patients 
and their families, Marshfield 
Clinic has established the Clinical 
Registry Investigating Bardet 
Biedl Syndrome (CRIBBS). It’s an 
innovative approach to addressing 
the problem of identifying enough 
research participants with a 
specific rare disease – in this case 
BBS – to encourage meaningful 
research. Research projects 
generally  require large groups 
of patients so the results are 
meaningful and can be proven.

Marshfield Clinic has 
taken a leadership 
role in treating young 
patients with an 

extremely rare genetic disease.

Beginning in 2013, the Clinic 
hosted several Bardet Biedl 
Syndrome Clinics that attracted 
families from all over the United 
States. Bardet Biedl Syndrome 
(BBS) is believed to be caused 
by a mutation, or change, in one 
or more of 14 genes inherited 
from a patient’s parents.

Symptoms include a gradual 
loss of sight, obesity, kidney 
abnormalities, extra fingers or 
toes and other health issues. 
Less than 2,500 people in 
the United States have been 

CRIBBS is a gathering of 
comprehensive medical data from 
those with BBS across the globe, 
said a parent of a child with BBS. 
Tim Ogden, president of the BBS 
Family Association, said a disease 
like BBS can be frustrating to 
parents because they receive so 
little information about the disease.

“You feel so isolated,” Ogden said. 
“The most encouraging thing is 
knowing that somewhere there 
are people who are actually trying 
to figure it out and do something 
about it. But it’s very hard for 
researchers to make progress 
if they have to spend all their 
time tracking down patients and 
learning about their medical 
histories and symptoms.

Clinic sets up registry for rare children’s disease

Clinical Registry Investigating 
Bardet Biedl Syndrome  
(CRIBBS) will be under the 
direction of Robert Haws, 
M.D., a pediatric nephrologist 
who last June was awarded 
the first-ever BBS Family 
Association’s hero award.  
Dr. Haws is also the director 
of the Clinical Research 
Center of Marshfield Clinic 
Research Foundation.
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Patients and families with BBS who 
join CRIBBS will be interviewed 
extensively. Their responses, along 
with other test results, medical 
imaging and results from doctor 
visits, will all be entered into 
CRIBBS. To maintain confidentiality, 
information that could specifically 
identify a patient will be removed 
before the data is entered.

CRIBBS will allow researchers to 
follow a group of patients over time 
to assess how the disease impacts 
them. Scientists can determine if 
different treatments or medications 
have a positive outcome.  With 
these findings they can react 
quicker and be proactive in their 
treatment plans for BBS patients.

“BBS is so complicated and varied 
that there is a real risk for anything 
we do that it will only work for 
some part of the BBS community, 
or it won’t work at all,” Ogden said. 
“And if we don’t have a registry, 
when one thing doesn’t work, 
we’ve got to do it all over again for 
the next research study.”

CRIBBS will be under the direction 
of Robert Haws, M.D., a pediatric 
nephrologist who last June was 
awarded the first-ever BBS Family 
Association’s hero award. 

“I was talking to my son’s 
nephrologist in Philadelphia,” 
Ogden noted. “And he said, ‘we 
should have done the registry.’ Bob 
Haws and his team at Marshfield 
Clinic stepped up and put in the 
blood, sweat and tears to make it 
happen…and got it done.” B

Clinic sets up registry for rare children’s disease
The Bardet Biedl Syndrome Family Association (BBSFA) has raised 
more than $60,000 to support the cost of getting people registered 
into the CRIBBS registry and to support a BBS treatment center 
at Marshfield Clinic. CRIBBS itself was created entirely through 
philanthropic support to Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation by 
generous donors.

Collaborating with the Clinic’s Development Department, BBSFA 
members are continuing to hold events close to their homes, 
including golf and “foot golf” events in Atlanta and Minneapolis.

At these events, the families create awareness and support by 
sharing their own personal stories about their journey with BBS and 
why they are supporting CRIBBS. Now numbering more than 250 
members, the BBSFA shares information and raises funds to support 
their cause.

BBSFA is an important lifeline for families with a syndrome so rare 
that they may not have ever met another family dealing with BBS, 
without the association.

“What we really want is something that makes our children’s’ lives 
better, and deals with some of the symptoms they have. That is why 
we put all of the time and energy into planning events like these and 
supporting CRIBBS,” said Tim Ogden, president of the group. 

The BBSFA needs additional funding to continue supporting 
research. To make a gift to support BBS research at Marshfield 
Clinic, contact Teri Wilczek in Development at 1-800-858-5220.  
For more information about Bardet Biedl Syndrome Family 
Association, visit www.BardetBiedl.org. B

Family Association supports Clinic efforts

BBS Family Association members participated 
in a recent BBS conference, also attended by 
Dr. Robert Haws of Marshfield Clinic.
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Memorial & Honor Gifts
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Every day, friends of Marshfield Clinic 
and Lakeview Medical Center remember 
and honor relatives and others by 
making contributions that support the 
mission of high-quality health care, 
research and education.

Gifts received June 2014 to September 2014

In memory of

Bryan L. Adams
Robert T. Ahles
Jessica A. Alft
William “Bill” Allen
Jean Alverson
Leora M. Ames
Clifford L. Anderson
Steven Arendt
Jacqueline M. Barum
Kristen Lea Bathke
Susan L. Beller
William Bernitt
Marvey A. Birr
Vlasta Valenta Blaha
Debra L. Blair
Mary H. Bohman
William & Marie Bohman
Jerry D. Boson
William Boulieu
Gloria P. Bradley
John J. Braun
Ranee Bredemann
William “Bill” Browe
Edward R. Brown
Donald Brunner
Norman E. Bymers
Jeremy Chaffin
Mary Ann Chemasko
Audie Christianson
Wayne J. Clark
Edward J. Creske
Sylvia & Daniel David
Reverend Kenneth A. Dix
Marjorie A. Donovan
William B. Downing
Mary M. Drysdale
Edward Durrant
Maxine M. Dutilly
Becca Ede

Dr. William Eiche
Bob Enderle
Dorothy Erdmann
Baby Esselman
Samuel Emil Esselman
Janet Feaster
Allen J. Fellenz
Mary Lou Gabler
Virginia D. Gacke
Edwin P Garski
Anita P. Geib
Thomas Gisvold
Josephine H. Gossell
Robert Graney
Mitchell Graves
Malinda Gropp
Michael Hackman
Julie Beth Hansen
Donald R. Haralson
Joyce L. Hauser
Joan Heinen
Henry “Tony” Helgeson
Fae A. Heller
David C. Hemke
Irene & Herb Henchen
Jane M. Herr
Mary K. Hielke
Corey James Hilber
Gerald “Tiny” Hoepner
Nyla Holman
Lores M. Huebner
Aletta Hulleman
Jeffrey Hutchens
Knute Johnson
Renee Johnson
Reed Johnston
Jerry Joiner
Judith A. Jones
Donald B. Juedes
Chris Kausch

Beatrice Kelley
Betty (Zwaska) Kiedrowski
Lorraine E. Klapatauskas
Connie Sue Knight
Dolores A. Knutson
Dr. Robert R. Koenig
Geraldine L. Kohlbeck
Kylie JoLynn Kugel
Bob & Phoebe Kult
Treyden J. Kurtzweil
Joyce K. LaGasse
Angus D. Lamont
Anna H. Langman
Alden “Al” Lawrence
Dr. Ben Lawton
Helen Sarah Leer
Lorraine E. Legore
Tom Leonard
Carol Ann Leonhardt
Evelyne Lillis
Laura E. Lueck
Helen Marinich
Jacob & Mary Marinich
Richard J. Martin
Lorraine A. Marzofka
Alice May
Benunie A. McIntee
James L. McNamara
Helen McNicol
William E. Mellum
Emma Mews
Duane R. Miller
Steve J. Miller
Margaret A. Mueller
Emmeline Mundt
Mae H. Muschinske
Dora Nelles
Rose Jeanette Nelson
Timothy Nikolai
Steven J. Nix
Richard Olsen
Jerry M. Opelt
Roger E. Ott
Dr. Joseph L. Ousley
Mary Penberthy
Marialyce Peters
Joseph & Agatha Plucinski
Roger B. Rasmussen
Ronald G. Rasmussen, Jr.
Ervin R. Redding
Dr. Thomas Rice
Brian Robach

Larry and  
 Charlene Robinson
Betty J. Rondorf
June A Runnells
Theodore W. Salwach
Margaret R. Sanger
Burt Scheunemann
Joseph Schillinger
Reuben R. Scholze
Charles “Charlie” Schreiner
Steven F. Schreiner
Orville D. Schuette
Parker W. Schultz
Trudy Seiter
David C. Serchen
Celine M. Seubert
Margaret Shebuski
Harold Smith
Josephine A. Smith
Sally Sexton Snarski
Alvin K. Stankey
George M. Stencil
Dr. C. Todd Stewart
Fred Swant
George Tarter
Donald Tessmer
Lois C. Thompson
Norma Titherington
Maxine M. (Aschebrook) Treutel 
Rick Vacca
Edith Vander Voort-Roberts
Nickole M VanHecker
Pearl A. Vorland
Rosemary Warner
Oscar Weigel, Jr.
Mary Ann Wenzel
Urban Werla
Durenda Werner
Robert Weyer
Victor A. Wiesman
Dawn Williams
Dr. Robert Winemiller
Kenneth Winkler
Les & Bette Wiskerchen
Betty Lou Woller
Joyce Wussow
Jan Yount
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In honor of

Everett W. Alms
Lois Bayerle
Harold Birling
William Boulieu
Sue Buehler
Barbara Bugar
Debra “Deb” Burr
Dr. Alexandra Cameli Carley
Blake Carley
Bill Cherek
Jake Dick
Lee A. Dressendorfer
Wyatt Feaster
Bill & Natthita Fonti
Donald Hanson
Dr. Robert M. Haws
Arvid A Held
Dr. Philip S. Henkel
Dr. & Mrs. William Hocking
Jerome P. Kirsch
Dr. Lynn D. Koob
The Honorable Melvin Laird
Gene & Sandy Lewis
Jean MacHart
Andy & Shari Megaw
Jerry Meissner
Izzy Mendenhall
Jerry & Doris Meulemans
George & Letha Michels
Clarence Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas  
 Murphy’s Grandson
Diane D. Mueller
Alan & Amy Nystrom
Jodi L. Prock
Robert & Joann Roehl
Jenna Rufledt
Mikayla Rufledt
Andrew “Drew” Schaefgen
Lori Schmitt
Gage J. Schroeder
Connie J. Schubert
John & Betty Steilen
Dawn Y. Strack
Mark & Darla Viegut
David Wenninger
Mary Ann Wenzel
Donna L. West
Tyler West
Audrey A. Wickersham

Brian Acker
Dr. Vijay H. Aswani
Dr. Gary Bailey
Anita Barth
Lori Batt
Nan K. Bethmann
Betty J. Boulieu
Tamara R. Braund
Sara J. Buchholz
Stacia Burrows
Julene Diedrich
Denice M. Dowling
Marcy M. Elwood
Dr. Daniel R. Erickson
Dr. Arlene A. Gayle
Dr. Jerry Goldberg
Dr. Viktor Gottlieb
Mindy C. Gribble
Catherine M. Hallstrom
Shyanne Harn
Jillian C. Jackan
Karen J. Lapp
Christopher Mueller
Dr. Scott Paulman
Dr. James M. Peters
Dr. John Przybylinski

Thursday, January 29
Comedy Against Cancer
Hotel Marshfield

Saturday, February 14
Strike Out Cancer
Eagle Lanes, Eagle River
 
Thursday, February 26
Duel It Fore the Kids
Holiday Inn, Marshfield 

Thursday, March 5
Dueling Against Cancer
SentryWorld, Stevens Point

Saturday & Sunday, April 11-12
Shooting for a Cure
Pool Tournament
Wisconsin Rapids

Saturday, April 11
Rich Seubert Celebrity Trap 
Shoot
Eau Claire Rod & Gun Club

CalendarDr. Christopher J. Rall
Gina Ratsch
Dr. Douglas Reding
Dr. Shereif H. Rezkalla
Matt Schneider
Dr. Jeffrey R. Shepich
Solitaire Smith
Judith A. Spath
Holly A. Stankowski
Dr. Alice D. Stewart
Donna Stuttgen
Mark V. Thompson
Dr. Humberto J. Vidaillet
Patrick Wrensch
Eau Claire Cancer Care -  
 CLIMB
Marshfield Oncology Staff
Minocqua  Oncology Staff

“Supporting the Clinic’s events by attendance 
or volunteering is an opportunity for giving and 
receiving. The Duathlon is enjoyable to help 
organize because I personally enjoy these types of 
events. When I see a new athlete cross the finish 
line, it fills me with excitement and happiness; 
this type of reward is why I continue to support 
the Clinic’s initiatives.” 
– Ann Sommer
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In 1916, six local physicians joined 
together to form Marshfield Clinic.  
Among them was Dr. Walter G. 
Sexton, a Marshfield native who 
trained at Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, Maryland.

Dr. Sexton was the first Clinic 
urologist and served as the Clinic’s 
fourth president during his last two 
years before passing in 1942.

Their fledgling Clinic, nearly a 
century later, employs more than 
755 physicians practicing 86 
specialties. They are supported by 
nearly 6,800 non-physician staff in 
more than 50 locations in Wisconsin.

Marshfield Clinic recently 
celebrated the legacy of Dr. Sexton, 
and by extension, the legacy of 
his daughter, Sally Sexton Snarski, 
when members of the Sexton 
Snarski family visited the Clinic. 
Sally, one of five children of Dr. 
Walter and Ethel Sexton, passed 
away in July, prompting the visit by 
her eight children and many of their 
spouses and children.

The legacies of Dr. Sexton and 
the other founders are honored 

The legacy of Dr. Walter G. Sexton
with photos, busts and portraits in 
various places in the Clinic. A video 
– shown to all new employees – 
highlights the founders and the 
Clinic’s early history. In addition to 
touring the Clinic, and watching 
the video, memorabilia of Dr. 
Sexton, from the Clinic archives, 
was also on display for the family.

“I was awestruck,” said Sarah 
Snarski Berrett, daughter of Sally 
Snarski and granddaughter of Dr. 
Sexton. “I always knew there was 
a family connection to Marshfield 
Clinic but I didn’t appreciate it  
until I came here.”

“Mother had this enormous pride 
in the Clinic,” said Elizabeth Bissell, 
another daughter of Sally and 
granddaughter of Dr. Sexton. “She 
was so proud that her father was 
instrumental in creating this crown 
jewel of health care.”

Sally Snarski and her late husband, 
Gene, financially supported the 
capital campaign for the Laird 
Center for Medical Research on the 
Marshfield Center campus. Their 
gift was in honor of Dr. Sexton and 
his tremendous legacy.  B

We are grateful to the Sexton 
Snarski family for visiting and 
allowing us to celebrate their 
grandfather’s legacy. Today, 
Marshfield Clinic is a national 
health care leader because of the 
legacy of Dr. Sexton and many 
other dedicated individuals over 
the last 98 years.

You can also be part of the 
legacy of Marshfield Clinic. Please 
consider including a legacy 
gift in your estate to honor or 
remember someone who has 
made a difference in the lives of 
others. To discuss your legacy or 
to learn more about the Doege 
Legacy Society, contact Karen 
Piel, gift planning officer, at 1-800-
858-5220, by email at piel.karen@
marshfieldclinic.org, or by visiting 
www.marshfieldclinic.org/legacy. 

Celebrating Legacies

Three generations (from left), Walter Sexton, M.D., his late daughter Sally and her husband, Eugene; and Sally 
and Eugene’s eight children (from left) Elisabeth, William, Sarah, Thomas, Andrew, Timothy, Nicholas and Marie.
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Planned Giving

Adviser

For information on making a 
future gift to Marshfield Clinic 
through your will or trust, or by 
designating Marshfield Clinic 
as a beneficiary of your life 
insurance, retirement account or 
other accounts, please contact: 

Karen Piel, J.D., C.P.A., CFRE
Gift Planning Officer  

1-800-858-5220  
piel.karen@marshfieldclinic.org

Q:December is when I make most of my charitable 
contributions for the year. What do I need to 

keep in mind so I am set when it’s time to file my 2014 
income tax returns?

A:Great question. Charitable gifts are a great way to support 
programs that are meaningful to you and also provide an 

opportunity to honor or remember people who have impacted your life. 
In addition to feeling good about the difference you are making, you 
should take advantage of the tax benefits afforded to you.

Here are some things to keep in mind with respect to your 2014 gifts:

•  The gift must be made in 2014.  Gifts by check must be in the mail with 
a postmark no later than December 31, 2014. For credit card gifts, the 
gift must be processed by December 31. If making a credit card gift 
by mail, make sure to allow enough time for the mail to arrive and the 
gift to be processed by December 31. For transfers from brokerage 
accounts, the transfer to the charitable organization must be made by 
December 31, so it is necessary to make the transfer request several 
days in advance.

•  You need to have a receipt if your gift is $250 or more. The 
IRS requires that charitable gifts be accompanied by a written 
acknowledgment from the charitable organization for such gifts.  
For non-cash gifts greater than $500, you may also need to file IRS 
Form 8283.  

•  Not every “gift” is a gift. Purchasing goods at fair market value and 
buying raffle tickets are not charitable gifts. If you purchase an item in 
an auction at more than its fair market value, only the portion above the 
fair market value will qualify for a tax deduction. Also, pledges to make 
gifts are not tax-deductible gifts. When you make the pledge payments, 
you will qualify for a tax deduction in the year of the payment.

•  Consider making gifts from something other than cash.  Some assets 
provide additional tax benefits when given as charitable gifts rather 
than giving cash.  Gifting appreciated stock to avoid the capital gains 
tax is a great example.  Another example is gifting directly from an IRA 
for those over age 70½. Please check with your tax advisor to see if 
this option is available in 2014.

•  Talk to your advisors.  Discuss your charitable giving intentions with 
your tax and financial advisors.  They can assist you in making tax-wise 
gift decisions in 2014. B

Karen L. Piel, JD, CPA, CFRE 
Charitable Gift Planning Officer

Marshfield Clinic Development
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During this holiday season, make a 
gift to honor someone special to you.

Visit www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving or call 715-387-9249  
to learn how you can make a difference this holiday season.


