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A message from: 
Teri M. Wilczek, M.S., CFRE  
Chief Philanthropy Officer
 
Some of my favorite memories as a child  
were the times spent at my grandparents', 
playing with my cousins while surrounded by 
family. I learned a lot from my grandparents… from baking cookies and taking care of the 
chickens, to playing card games and singing songs. 

But what I didn’t realize at the time were the lessons they taught me through their 
everyday actions. They were hard working, faith-filled people who would always help 
a friend or neighbor in need. They took care of one another, never expecting a thing in 
return. The foundation for my philanthropic spirit began watching them make a difference 
in this world.

The act of giving is deeply personal. For some, it’s a healing journey. It’s a way to  
move forward though giving back. For others, it’s an opportunity to provide hope to 
future generations. Then there are some who get involved to create positive change in 
their communities. 

This issue of BenchMarks magazine features some amazing donors, including my own 
Grandma Dorothy, who has included MCHS in her estate plan. At age 91, her giving spirt is 
stronger than ever… and I’m so proud to call her Grandma.

You’ll also read about our Spirit of Giving recipients, who were recognized in May for their 
contributions to MCHS. Ralph and Diane Mueller, Solarus and Pedal for Cure each have 
pretty amazing stories. 

As MCHS moves forward with future plans, gifts of all sizes help to enrich lives in our 
communities. MCHS’s recent purchase of the hospital in Marshfield, along with our 
plans for a hospital and cancer center in Eau Claire, and other projects in our regions, 
demonstrate our commitment to the patients we serve. Marshfield Clinic is here to 
provide the best care to my Grandma, my family, the community and beyond. 

We truly appreciate you and your ongoing support of our mission.  

In gratitude,

Teri 
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More than 200 people packed Froehlke Auditorium, Marshfield Center on May 2 for the Spirit of Giving    awards to honor our Legacy of Philanthropy, Outstanding Philanthropic Organization, and Outstanding Volunteer 

Fundraiser recipients. These are their stories…

Legacy of Philanthropy: Diane & Ralph Mueller

When Giving Doesn’t Retire
Traditionally, when businesses 

and individuals are honored 
at the annual Spirit of Giving 
Awards, recipients fill seats around 
them with loved ones, business 
associates and close friends.

When it came time to honor 
Diane and Ralph Mueller for 
their decades of philanthropy 
that included instrumental 
contributions to the very 
building in which the awards are 
presented, they included several 
of their personal physicians 
among the group.

“We’ve each had multiple cancer 
surgeries, and these are the ladies 
and gentlemen with whom we’ve 
had unique experiences,” Diane 
said as she described the personal 
attention and care the couple 
received as they were diagnosed 
and treated for various cancers a 

total of seven times. Ralph also has 
survived major heart surgery. 

It’s just one example of the 
Muellers’ legacy of giving and 
connecting on a personal level 
with so many people. Though 
Ralph dedicated much of his 
career to fundraising for Marshfield 
Clinic and has fond memories of 
major philanthropic campaigns in 
the 1990s, the couple continued to 
give as grateful patients long after 
Ralph retired in 2002. They have 
supported the organization for 
more than 30 consecutive years, 
and are members of the Loyalty 
Society, Circle of Friends, and the 
1916 Society at the Visionary level. 
They also have included Marshfield 
Clinic in their estate plan as part of 
the Doege Legacy Society. 

As director of development for 
nearly two decades, Ralph was a 

key leader in raising more than  
$5 million to build the Lawton 
Center and Laird Center for 
Medical Research. His efforts 
included a three-day “Laird 
Campaign Train for Science,” 
with high school bands playing at 
whistle stops in central Wisconsin, 
other major fund-raising initiatives 
and dedication ceremonies 
honoring former Congressman and 
Defense Secretary Melvin R. Laird 
that included President Gerald 
Ford and former U.S. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger.

Along the way, the couple (both 
graduates of Lakeland University) 
also pitched in to help numerous 
community organizations in 
Marshfield. Ralph is a past 
president of the Marshfield 
Rotary Club, was a consultant 
to the House of the Dove capital 
campaign, and continues to serve 

Photo: mueller1, mueller2, mueller3
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More than 200 people packed Froehlke Auditorium, Marshfield Center on May 2 for the Spirit of Giving    awards to honor our Legacy of Philanthropy, Outstanding Philanthropic Organization, and Outstanding Volunteer 

Fundraiser recipients. These are their stories…

on the Hope Lodge board. He 
also was an adviser and volunteer 
for several other community 
organizations over the years.

Diane, a microbiologist and 
nationally boarded medical 
technologist who couldn’t work 
in that capacity due to rules at 
the time prohibiting spouses from 
both working at the Clinic, helped 
create Daffodil Days; the Look 
Good, Feel Better project; and 
Relay for Life for cancer patients 
in Marshfield. She also co-chaired 
the Mother’s Day Art Fair, served 
on the New Visions Gallery board 
and volunteered with the hospital 
auxiliary, PEO, Altrusa and UW-
Wood County Foundation Board, 
among others.

Giving of themselves to others 
started early in their lives. When 
Diane’s former college roommate 
and close friend died suddenly at 

age 37, Ralph and Diane moved 
into the guest house of the friend’s 
husband to help care for the 
friends’ five young children while 
also continuing their own careers. 
They still receive holiday greetings 
from all of the kids and are 
godparents to a total of 13 of their 
friends’ children.

“Ralph and Diane introduced 
me to what philanthropy really 
means, both personally and 
professionally,” said Dave Krause, 
MCHS Foundation Board member. 
“They continue to be strong 
advocates for the Health System.”

“I think the credit goes to Ralph for 
laying the foundation for the MCHS 
Foundation as it is today, so to speak,” 
says Teri Wilczek, chief philanthropy 
officer, MCHS Foundation. “All of that 
great work during a heavy growth 
period for the Clinic set the tone for 
us 20 years later.”

In signature style, Ralph and Diane 
downplay their past contributions 
and simply remind friends how 
grateful they are for what they’ve 
received. Speaking to the Spirit of 
Giving audience, Diane told of their 
many challenges in life and health, 
but still had the crowd laughing 
along as she praised Clinic doctors 
and displayed a remarkably  
upbeat demeanor.

“Marshfield Clinic has allowed us 
to be alive today,” Ralph echoed. 
“It is a unique health care system 
and we are proud to have been 
associated with it for many years.” 

For more information on 
philanthropy at MCHS, visit www.
marshfieldclinic.org/giving or 
contact the MCHS Foundation 
team at 800-858-5220.  B
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Spirit of Giving
Outstanding Philanthropic Organization: Solarus

Connecting a Healthier Community
At Solarus, winner of the 2017 

Outstanding Philanthropic 
Organization Award, caring for  
the community is hard-wired into 
the culture.

As a mutual company owned by 
its customers, the former Wood 
County Telephone Company can 
make investments for the long-term, 
said Solarus CEO Doug Wenzlaff.

“Unlike public companies that have 
to manage quarter by quarter, 
the investments we’re making 
today in fiber communications will 
last 20 or 30 years and will help 
ensure the community’s long-term 
prosperity,” Wenzlaff said.

That notion carries over to the 
telecommunications company’s 
philanthropy as well, said Jill 
Kurszewski, MCHS Foundation's 
gift officer for research.

“Solarus has been a strong partner 
with us for nearly two decades,” 
Kurszewski said. “Fighting cancer 
was the first major area they took 
on as a sponsor, and that event, 
Golf for Research, has raised nearly 
$975,000 for cancer research.”

In addition to leadership gifts to 
Golf for Research, the company 
has sponsored many other MCHS 
Foundation events, including Rich 
Seubert’s Celebrity Trap Shoot, Fore 
the Kids and the Auction  
of Champions.

But it was the cause of cancer 
research that first caught Wenzlaff’s 
attention after his mother was 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

“She passed away from this 
disease, but we’ve always 
remembered the doctors and 
nurses who cared for her. It was 
as good of an experience as it 
possibly could have been, so it’s 
important to us to help ensure that 
kind of care continues,” he said. 
“Everyone in the world is touched 
in some way by cancer. If there are 
health issues in a family, everything 
else takes a back seat. So, whether 
it’s our employees or a family 
member or community members, 
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these gifts help people get over 
the hurdles so they can get back 
to focusing on their lives.”

Dr. William Hocking, MCHS 
Foundation Board chairman and a  
retired oncologist, praised the 
company’s commitment.

“Fifty years ago, a cancer diagnosis 
was usually a death sentence,” he 
said. “Today the five-year survival 
rate for breast cancer is 90 percent. 
It is thanks to events like Golf for 
Research and organizations like 
Solarus that we’ve made these 
remarkable strides.”

Mike Meinel, Solarus’ director of 
sales and marketing, served on 

the Development Committee for 
Marshfield Clinic for several years. 
He said partnering with the health 
system has allowed the company 
to bring employees and customers 
to premier donor events and to 
clearly demonstrate how the 
donations are helping.

Longtime employee Wendy Hack, 
sales manager, said it’s gratifying 
to see the results.

“You see so many lives touched by 
cancer and heart disease, so giving 
back in these areas and knowing we 
are improving lives is really exciting,” 
she said. “It’s great to see the 
company giving on a bigger level 
than just what individuals can do.”

Visit www.marshfieldclinic.org/
giving or contact the MCHS 
Foundation team at 800-858-5220 
to learn more about opportunities 
to give back. B



Spirit of Giving
Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser: Pedal for a Cure

Picking Up Steam
Some races are won by 

the swiftest, some by the 
strongest. Others, by the number 
of hearts crossing the finish line.

Pedal for a Cure, now in its 
twelfth year, began as a small bike 
event, with about 30 neighbors 
and friends pedaling to several 
locations around Stevens Point 
for food, games, community spirit 
and a passion for helping friends 
and family affected by multiple 
sclerosis and stroke.

Last year, more than 200 people 
joined in, raising $11,500 for 
neurological disorders and stroke 
research at Marshfield Clinic 
Research Institute. Bikers – along 
with some participants with 
physical challenges riding along 

in hay wagons – travel a roughly 
7-mile route, stopping briefly at 
several sponsor taverns for raffles, 
refreshments and socializing 
before culminating at the host 
location, The Bar in Stevens 
Point. Last year’s ride included 
stops at Saddle Up Saloon, Club 
10, Mak’s, Dewendys, and B&B 
Parkway. Refreshments and prizes 
were donated for each stop, 
and volunteers from the Village 
of Rudolph’s First Responders 
provided escort and emergency 
on-call services.

“People get excited about it every 
year,” said Kathy Pliska, who along 
with her husband, Ray, and friends 
Mark Pliska and Melanie Hoffman, 
organize and run the event at The 
Bar, which is owned by Mark Pliska. 

“It’s a family-oriented event and a 
lot of people bring their kids and 
visit with friends at each stop,” said 
Kathy, who works at the tavern.

Other donors include Mark the 
Bar, Kim’s Barrel Inn, Vietnam 
Veterans Chapter 115, Amvets Post 
1051, Len Dudas Motors, Earth 
Sense, Abe Guzman, Dennis Eron 
Construction, Digi Copy, Auto 
Exchange, Excel Plumbing, Pete 
and Dar Feltz, Mark Ligman, M&M 
Embroidering, Portage County 
Tavern League, Junction City Ice 
Co., Knights of Columbus, Okray 
family, Mike Suchowski, Alice 
Kehrig, Big Jim Enterprises, Dan 
and Bonnie Blenker and Point 
Embroidering & Screen. In all, more 
than 60 businesses and individuals 
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donated items or contributed to 
the effort, Kathy Pliska said.

“The volunteers truly run this 
event themselves,” said Mary Beth 
Knoeck, volunteer fundraising 
coordinator for MCHS Foundation. 
“We attend the event and explain 
to participants how the proceeds 
will be used, which is to support 
MS research and a variety of 
other neurological issues. But the 
volunteers do all of the work of this 
event on their own. It’s inspiring to 
see the sheer number of businesses 
and individuals who participate in 
some way.”

Having such a team effort makes it 
all worthwhile, Kathy said. 

“With everything that’s going on 
in the world, events like this make 
you realize there are just a lot of 
good people here who want to get 
involved. We’re just so grateful to 
have so many people helping.”

Mark Pliska, who grew up in the 
area and took over the tavern 
from his grandparents, said the 
event underscores the strong 
connections in central  
Wisconsin communities.

“Those local ties run deep and it’s 
important to us that the money 
raised stays here at the Clinic.”

Fritz Wenzel, interim director of 
the Research Institute, said funds 
raised from the event will help 
shape neurological research for 

years to come. Already, researchers 
have created a clinical registry and 
are studying genetic links between 
MS and other diseases.

“The Institute has had a long 
tradition of success in this type of 
research, thanks to the generosity 
of donors and events like Pedal for 
a Cure,” he said.

Feeling inspired to start your 
own fundraiser for a cause 
at MCHS? Contact Mary Beth 
Knoeck, volunteer fundraising 
coordinator, at knoeck.marybeth@
marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-389-3258. B

BenchMarks  7
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Medical Advances at  
Marshfield Clinic

standout athletes from Columbus 
Catholic High School in Marshfield.

Tyler Fuerlinger, who helped 
his team advance to the state 
championship basketball semi-
finals this year, has raised more than 
$2,000 for the MACC Fund through 
the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches 
Association All-Star Games.

Ryan Dieringer, Tyler’s teammate, 
also attended the event, thanking 
MCHS doctors and nurses for his 
cancer care. He endured 17 rounds 
of chemotherapy beginning in his 
sophomore year, when he was 
diagnosed with Ewing’s sarcoma, 
a rare bone and soft-tissue cancer. 
After treatment, Dieringer came 
back to play multiple sports and 
by senior year was instrumental in 
his basketball team’s deep run in 
the post season.

“Having Marshfield Clinic in my 
backyard was a blessing, so this 
event hits home for me,” he said. 
“If even one more child is able to 

Midwest Athletes Against Childhood Cancer Grant Underway

Local athletes, a 
championship coach and 
friends of MCHS gathered in 

May to celebrate a $50,000 grant 
for pediatric oncology research 
from Midwest Athletes Against 
Childhood Cancer, Inc. With the 
grant, the MCHS becomes the  
first research institution in 9 years 
to be selected to partner with the 
MACC Fund.

Co-founded in 1976 by Eddie 
Doucette, the first official voice 
of the Milwaukee Bucks, and Jon 
McGlocklin, a Wisconsin Athletic 
and Indiana University Hall of 
Famer, the nearly $59 million 
fund supports groundbreaking 
pediatric cancer and blood disorder 
research. Doucette’s son, Brett, 
was diagnosed with leukemia and, 
fortunately, survived the disease. 
Since the MACC Fund’s inception, 
the overall cure rate for childhood 
cancers has risen from 20% to 80%.

“We are excited about the 
possibility of expanding clinical 
research support to this part of 
the state,” said Kevin Steiner, vice 
chair of the MACC Fund’s board of 
directors, who was among MACC 
officials presenting the grant. 

The grant will support clinical 
trials in pediatric hematology and 
oncology at MCHS, which has a 
long history in cancer research, 
said Dr. William Hocking, a retired 
oncologist and chair of the MCHS 
Foundation board of directors.

Special guests at the award 
presentation included Jack 
Bennett, who led UW-Stevens 
Point to two national basketball 
championships, as well as a pair of 

reach their dreams, like I was able 
to do, it was all worth it.”

William Krause, 10-year-old acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia survivor, 
also spoke about the care he 
received at Marshfield Clinic, 
thanking his care team and the 
MACC Fund for their support.

Chief philanthropy officer Teri 
Wilczek said the MCHS community 
is honored to be added as just the 
fourth MACC Fund partner.

“Today we join an esteemed group 
of organizations using research 
and clinical care to support kids 
and families battling childhood 
cancer,” she said. “This cause is 
near and dear to our hearts.”

If you’d like to support childhood 
cancer research, contact Teri 
Wilczek, chief philanthropy officer, 
at wilczek.teri@marshfieldclinic.
org or 715-389-3249. B



Meet the People of  
Marshfield Clinic

Running a dual-physician 
household with three school-aged 
children leaves little down time for 
Eau Claire Center physicians Shana 
and Kent Ray. 

Shana Ray, M.D., is a neurologist 
who works with stroke and seizure 
patients, as well as those suffering 
with sleep apnea and other sleep 
disorders. She also is the director 
of the sleep lab in Rice Lake.

Kent Ray, D.O., is an endocrinologist 
with a master’s degree in clinical 
research who cares for patients 
with diabetes, thyroid and adrenal 
disorders. He also serves on the 
MCHS Board of Directors and 
previously served on the Board of 
Trustees for the Marshfield Clinic 
Research Institute.

Drs. Shana & Kent Ray
Kent: Physician, Endocrinology 
Shana: Physician, Neurology
Center: Eau Claire
Years at Marshfield Clinic: 9 

The couple, who joined the system 
in 2008 after medical training in 
Iowa, also have supported MCHS 
Foundation fundraising events 
since they started in practice and 
are dedicated donors.

Working in an environment where 
physicians directly control their 
work environment and positively 
impact their patients’ lives was 
important to the couple, Kent said.

“Participating on the Clinic board 
of directors takes a significant 
amount of time, and I wouldn’t 
take that time away from my 
family if it wasn’t very important,” 
he said. “I wanted to practice and 
be a part of leadership in a group 
that recognizes physicians have 
a lot to offer on the direction 

healthcare is going. Marshfield 
Clinic does a good job of 
harnessing physician knowledge 
for the good of the patient.”

Increasing the use of evidence-
based techniques to provide more 
cost effective and compassionate 
care is what drives the couple in 
their clinical work today.

“As physicians and community 
members see the strides we are 
making in driving down the cost 
of care and providing the highest 
quality, they will increasingly 
support the organization as 
donors,” Kent said.

Shana and Kent have three 
children: Alec, 11; Ella, 9 and 
Andrew, 6. B

Drs. Shana & Kent Ray
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Spotlight on Research:
Innovative technology donated to Marshfield Clinic 
Research Institute will advance research and patient care
A donation of a high performance 
computing (HPC) system to 
Marshfield Clinic Research Institute 
from Milwaukee Institute, Inc., will 
advance health care research and 
innovative treatment options.

MCHS has a long history of using 
research to inform and transform 
patient care that sets the System 
apart from other health care 
organizations. Peggy Peissig, Ph.D., 
director of MCRI’s Biomedical 
Informatics Research Center, said 
the HPC will transform their ability 
to analyze patient health data and 
develop predictions that will assist 
physicians in identifying adverse 
events or ways to better care  
for patients.

“That means that science done 
in our lab can be used quickly by 
providers to help patients during 
their appointments,” Peissig said. 
“Patients will receive the right 
treatments, at the right dose, at 
the right time. A person suffering 
from a particular disease can avoid 
a medication that could have an 
adverse effect. A patient can learn 
if they are susceptible to a certain 
type of cancer based on their 
genetic make-up. All this and more 
can be determined and used more 
quickly than we ever could before.” 

The gift will have a tremendous 
impact on MCRI’s ability 
to continue conducting 
groundbreaking research that 
ultimately improves patient care. 
The HPC system harnesses the 
power equivalent to hundreds of 
computers to solve problems and 
analyze large amounts of 

data more efficiently than a 
single computer. This will allow 
researchers to identify genetic 
variants that could influence how 
doctors prescribe medications, 
while helping health care providers 
analyze and integrate health data 
more efficiently. 

“We are in the era of big data,” 
Peissig said. “Medicine alone has 
nonillions of facts surrounding 
diagnoses, medications, laboratory, 
procedures and genetics that 
we can analyze to unlock the 
mysteries of disease.” 

The Milwaukee Institute is a non-
profit organization that is focused 
on helping people learn, connect 
and unlock the potential of 
technologies and high-growth 
businesses in the region. After 
deciding to move away from 
providing high performance 
computing assistance to academic 

and industrial researchers, the 
Institute offered to donate the 
computing equipment to MCRI to 
advance its research and patient 
care mission.

“Our HPC system was configured 
for genomic and other health 
care related applications,” said 
John Byrnes, Milwaukee Institute 
chairman. “Marshfield Clinic is a 
nationally-recognized leader in 
genomic research, so we were 
pleased that the Clinic can use 
this equipment to expand its 
associative studies in a very 
important way.”

Marshfield Clinic has been a 
pioneer in applying genomics 
to human health. Following an 
important discovery by MCRI’s 
Center for Human Genetics in 
1989 involving variations in DNA 
sequence among humans, 
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researchers in Marshfield 
developed the Marshfield 
genetic maps, which are used by 
researchers around the world to 
study the human genome. 

Today, the Center for Human 
Genetics operates the country’s 
first population-based genetic 
research project, which works 
with health and genetic 
information provided by  
more than 20,000 central 
Wisconsin residents.

“What an honor that the 
Milwaukee Institute selected 
MCHS as the recipient of this 
innovative technology,” said Jill 
Kurszewski, gift officer  
for research.

To learn more about how you 
can support research at MCRI, 
contact Jill Kurszewski at 
kurszewski.jill@marshfieldclinic.
org or 715-387-9247. B

Dr. Acharya Named MCRI Executive Director

Amit Acharya 
B.D.S., M.S., 
Ph.D., a 
renowned 
research 
scientist, has 
been named 
executive 
director of 
Marshfield 

Clinic Research Institute. 

He is the founding director of 
the Center for Oral and Systemic 
Health (formerly known as Institute 
for Oral and Systemic Health) and 
currently chief dental informatics 
officer for Family Health Center 
of Marshfield, Inc., and dental 
practice at MCHS.

As leader of the Institute, Acharya 
will play an integral role in driving 
the commitment and mission 
of the Institute, which consists 
of research centers in clinical 
research, agricultural health and 
safety, epidemiology, human 
genetics, biomedical informatics 
and integrated laboratory services, 
and approximately 450 clinical 
trials and other research projects 
are active at any one time. 

Acharya has been a leading 
researcher at MCRI the past 
eight years and is well-regarded 
throughout the U.S. on his expertise 
with dental informatics. He conducts 
original research aimed at developing, 
implementing and evaluating clinical 
information systems in biomedical 
and dental informatics and the 
oral-systemic relationship between 
periodontal and systemic disease 
like diabetes, cardiovascular and 
respiratory diseases.

“Dr. Acharya is not only passionate 
about health science research but 
has demonstrated an uncanny 

ability to integrate and leverage 
the essential components of the 
Health System in founding the 
Institute for Oral and Systemic 
Health, one of its kind in the 
nation,” said Marshfield Clinic 
executive director Narayana Murali, 
M.D. “He is humble, listens intently 
to the thoughts of his peers and is 
the perfect fit to lead our scientists 
and clinical researchers as we 
continue to work on meaningful 
translational work that improves 
quality of life for our patients, and 
patients around the world.”

“I am excited about the new 
challenges this role brings 
and opportunities to continue 
integration of research and the 
clinical care delivery within our 
Health System,” said Acharya. “I 
look forward to better integrating 
our research enterprise to function 
as part of our Learning Health 
System, thereby creating value 
for not only the patients and 
communities that we serve but 
also the passionate people who 
work within our health system to 
deliver high quality care.” 

Acharya takes over for longtime 
Marshfield Clinic Executive 
Director Frederick “Fritz” Wenzel, 
who has served as the interim 
MCRI executive director. 

“When he could have been 
enjoying retirement, Fritz stepped 
forward to lead MCRI once again 
during a time of transition,” Murali 
said. “Fritz is an icon at Marshfield 
Clinic and helped set the standard 
of excellence for which we strive. 
Thank you Fritz for all that you 
have done.”  B
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EXPANDING 

YOUR 
IMPACT

New Hospitals,  
New Opportunities
 
We are happy to announce that 
with the acquisition of Ministry 
Saint Joseph’s Hospital in 
Marshfield, the hospital is now 
known as Marshfield Medical 
Center. MCHS is also now in the 
process of of building a new 
hospital to serve patients in the 
Eau Claire and Chippewa Valley 
area. In addition, in June the Rusk 
County Board of Supervisors 
voted to enter into exclusive 
negotiations, by virtue of a non-
binding letter of Intent with 
Marshfield Clinic, for the sale of 
Rusk County Memorial Hospital. 
Though we experienced a minor 
setback in building a new hospital 
in Minocqua, we continue to 
explore solutions to support our 
patients in the Northwoods.

“The acquisition of Ministry Saint 
Joseph’s Hospital, our intention 
to acquire Rusk County Memorial 
Hospital, and our efforts to build 
new hospitals in Eau Claire and 
Minocqua are major advancements 
and defining moments for the 
future of health care in all of the 
communities we serve across 
Wisconsin,” said Dr. Susan 
Turney, MCHS CEO. “These are 
exciting developments in MCHS’ 
commitment to treat patients in a 
fully-integrated health care system, 
combining exceptional clinical and 
hospital care with a renowned 
health plan.” 

We look forward to sharing new 
philanthropic opportunities in 
hospital patient care in the  
coming months!

Support Healing through 
Art at New Visions Gallery 

You can now support New Visions 
Gallery and other art-related 
programs with gifts through MCHS 
Foundation. New Visions Gallery, 
which resides inside Marshfield 
Clinic Marshfield Center, officially 
became part of MCHS early this 
summer. We look forward to 
offering you new philanthropic 
opportunities to enhance patient 
care through the arts. 

“This move enables New 
Visions Gallery to continue our 
programming and outreach with 
the Central Wisconsin community,” 
said Bobbie Erwin, New Visions 
Gallery executive director. “Gallery 
employees, as well as the hundreds 
of gallery donors and volunteers, 
are strong believers in the healing 
power of art, and being a part 
of MCHS will allow the gallery to 
bring that power to more patients 
and families.” 

New Visions Gallery is Marshfield’s 
visual art connection, and 
organizes a dynamic series of 
changing exhibitions which are 
displayed in a 1,600 square foot, 
secure, climate controlled gallery. 
Exhibits change every 6-8 weeks 
and feature a variety of art forms 
including national traveling 
exhibits, significant works on loan 
from private and public collections, 
and quality regional art. The 
gallery is open Monday-Friday  
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the lobby of the 
Marshfield Center.

For more information on how to 
support New Visions Gallery, contact 
Karen Piel, gift planning officer, at 
piel.karen@marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-389-3868.

You now have more 

opportunities to 

support the causes most 

meaningful to you! Watch 

www.marshfieldclinic.org/  

giving and the MCHS 

Foundation Facebook 

page for more 

information.
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Make a Difference for 
our Littlest Patients with 
Children’s Miracle  
Network Hospitals 

There are now additional ways 
to support our littlest patients 
with gifts to Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals through MCHS 
Foundation. We are beginning to 
share CMNH funding opportunities 
and look forward to expanding the 
impact of this impactful program 
throughout the eleven counties we 
serve. 

“Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals have such a tremendous 
impact for pediatric patients 
nationwide, and we are proud 
to offer that service in Central 
Wisconsin,” said Amanda Lancour, 
program manager - CMNH, MCHS 
Foundation. “Community support 
makes this program work miracles, 
and we are thrilled to expand its 
impact for families who trust us 
with their children’s care.”

If you’d like to learn more about 
the impact of CMNH systemwide, 
contact Amanda Lancour, program 
manager - CMNH, at lancour.
amanda@marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-387-9246.

Caring for the Future with 
New Cancer Centers 

The new Marshfield Clinic Cancer 
Center – Stevens Point opened 
February 2017, expanding the 
impact of compassionate, state-
of-the-art care in the Stevens 
Point area. A new Marshfield Clinic 
Cancer Center – Eau Claire, will 
open in October 2017. Philanthropy 
ensures we will provide 
compassionate cancer care close 
to home in the regions we serve.

To learn more about supporting 
the new Marshfield Clinic Cancer 
Center – Stevens Point, contact 
Jill Kurszewski, gift officer for 
research, at kurszewski.jill@
marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-387-9247.

For more information about 
supporting the Marshfield Clinic 
Cancer Center – Eau Claire, contact 
Michael Strubel, gift officer, at 
strubel.michael@marshfieldclinic.
org or 715-858-4424.

Where can you find  
MCHS Foundation? 

We now have two gift officers 
serving the Chippewa Valley: 
Michael Strubel, who will be leading 
philanthropic efforts for the new 
Marshfield Clinic Cancer Center - 
Eau Claire, and Meredith Nelson, 
who will oversee philanthropy 
for the new Eau Claire hospital. 
Rebecca Gordon, MCHS Foundation 
coordinator, will continue to serve 
the Rice Lake and Eau Claire 
regions as part of the annual giving 
team. MCHS Foundation staff also 
frequently travel to share your 
philanthropic impact.

To meet the needs of the 
Marshfield Medical Center, 
MCHS Foundation will have two 
locations in Marshfield: one in the 
hospital and one in the Lawton 
Center space. B
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Each year, MCHS Foundation joins together with 
community leaders, business owners and friends to  
raise over $1.2 million through special events and 
volunteer fundraisers.

From galas and archery shoots to golf outings and 
motorcycle rides, over 30 different groups of volunteers 
pour their heart and soul into making these events 
successful.  As our events continue to grow, so does the 
support from our communities. 

“The absolute most rewarding part of my work is the 
relationships we build and the remarkable groups of 
people we get to work with along the way”, said Tiffany 
Halan, director of MCHS Foundation operations.  “Every 
single volunteer we partner with has a story to tell and 
I love seeing the passion and healing that comes from 
giving back.  Regardless of your reason for taking part 
in these events, your gifts of time, talents and resources 
help to make life better for our patients and the 
communities we serve. ”

To find out more about how you can support our mission 
through events or corporate sponsorships, contact Tiffany 
Halan, director of MCHS Foundation operations, at halan.
tiffany@marshfieldclinic.org or 715-387-9189.

Special Events
Upcoming Events -  
Save the Date!

August 15 
Golf for Research

August 28 
Walmart and Sam’s Club CMNH  
campaign begins 

August 28 
Fore a Cure

September 9 
ALS Steps for Hope

September 9 
Lonely Few Motorcycle Club  
Toy Run

September 16 
Kendall Bug Shuffle

September 21 
Auction of Champions

September 30 
Go Gold for Pediatric Cancer –  
Fantastic Sam’s, Marshfield 

October 6-8 
Cruise for a Cause

October 8 
Pedal for a Cure

October 14 
Breast Cancer Awareness Ride, 
Run, or Walk 

Visit www.marshfieldclinic.org/
giving/special-events to register!



BenchMarks  15

Rich Seubert's Celebrity Trap Shoot  |  April 29, 2017
It was a beautiful, sunny day for 
the ninth Rich Seubert’s Celebrity 
Trap Shoot, presented by Ho-
Chunk Gaming Black River Falls 
and Ho-Chunk Gaming Nekoosa 
at the Eau Claire Rod and Gun 
Club. After the trap shoot, raffles, 
silent auction, program and a live 
auction were held at The Lismore 
Hotel, Eau Claire. 

Over 215 people participated in the 
trap shoot with 300 attending the 
reception. Overall, the shoot and 
reception raised nearly $142,000. 

“We had such a great turnout 
for the trap shoot once again,” 
said Anna Selk, special events 
coordinator, MCHS Foundation. 
“I’m amazed by the sponsors, 
shooters and volunteers who 
continue to support this event and 
I admire the friendships formed 
throughout the years.” 

Some of this year’s attendees 
included former Packer Kevin 
Barry, former Giants Adam Koets 
and Mitch Petrus, and former Giant 
and Packer Grey Ruegamer. Also, 
many volunteers helped with the 

event, including many of Seubert’s 
family members. 

Seubert is also a former New York 
Giants player and Rozellville native. 
Nearly 10 years ago, he and his 
family began planning this event. 
Their inspiration was to honor 
their Grandma Celine’s legacy by 
raising funds to support cardiology 
research at Marshfield Clinic. Since 
then, this event has raised over 
$1.4 million to advance cardiology 
research and enrich the lives of 
other families. For the first time, 
this year’s proceeds will benefit 
cancer care at the soon-to-open 
Marshfield Clinic Cancer Center 
- Eau Claire and the Angel Fund, 
assisting patients and families 
in financial need with their non-
medical expenses so they can 
focus on getting and staying well. 

“This year, we wanted to do more 
to help families whose loved ones 
receive care at Marshfield Clinic,” 
Seubert said. “We’re doing that by 
advancing life-saving cancer care 
in western Wisconsin and allowing 
ordinary families to survive 
extraordinary circumstances with 

assistance from the Angel Fund.” 

There was also a special guest at 
the trap shoot this year. Almost 
10 years ago, Seubert visited 
pediatric cancer patients at the 
Children’s Hospital in Marshfield. 
While he was there, he met a girl 
named Jackie Sinisi (now her 
married name). She was receiving 
cancer treatment at the time and 
is now cancer free. She was at 
the event with her husband, Tom, 
and son, Kameron. She’s going to 
school to become a nurse with 
hopes to helps kids just like her 
someday. Read her heartwarming 
story on page 22.

You can support the Angel Fund 
by visiting www.marshfieldclinic.
org/donate. To learn more about 
supporting the new Marshfield 
Clinic Cancer Center – Eau Claire, 
contact Michael Strubel, gift officer, 
at strubel.michael@marshfieldclinic.
org or 715-858-4424.
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Child Life Bash  |  June 8, 2017 
MCHS Foundation’s inaugural Child 
Life Bash raised over $35,000 
to support the Child Life and 
Expressive Therapies at RiverEdge 
Golf Course in Marshfield.. 

The event featured speakers 
including Child Life Specialists and 
two children in their care, Je’Ann 
Johnson and Estrella Reyes–Rios.

“We want to thank the incredible 
committee members that made 
this event happen in a very short 
amount of time,” said Amanda 
Lancour, program manager 
- Children’s Miracle Network 

Hospitals, MCHS Foundation. 
“It was a great turnout and an 
incredibly fun night with many 
wonderful prizes. The stories the 
children shared impacted everyone 
in the room and truly showcased 
Child Life and Expressive Therapies 
and how important their work is 
to kids and families receiving their 
care at MCHS.” 

The disco-themed event featured 
raffles, including a record album 
signature raffle, live auction and 
live music by Boogie Wonderland, 
a disco tribute band. 

If you’d like to learn more about 
how to support the Child Life 
Program, contact Amanda 
Lancour, program manager - 
CMNH, at lancour.amanda@
marshfieldclinic.org or  
 715-387-9246.
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Fore the Kids  |  June 13, 2017
Twelve years and $1.4 million after 
its founding, the Steven Meissner 
Memorial Classic “Fore the Kids” 
continues to promote youth 
initiatives and keep the memory of a 
beloved community member alive. 

Nearly 175 golfers, sponsors, and 
volunteers came together to raise 
nearly $70,000 to support a child 
life specialist position and the 
Center for Community Outreach’s 
Youth Net Program at Marshfield 
Clinic, which provides year-round 
after school programming to 300 
youth ages 8-18.

Youth Net mother Batya Raphaelle-
Grande began the event by sharing 
a testimonial of her appreciation and 
gratitude for Youth Net. “The bottom 
line is this; I can’t imagine what the 
past two years would have been 
like for our daughter if not for Youth 
Net.  As she has gotten older, she 
has become more aware of how her 

challenges make her different from 
her peers at school.  She struggles 
to maintain a positive self-image and 
to feel like she belongs.  Because of 
the emphasis not only on academic 
support, but also on social and 
emotional learning, Youth Net has 
truly lived up to its name…it has 
been a safety net for our daughter’s 
youth, and for her - it is a place of 
connectedness and belonging.”

Kevin and Sandy Weiler of Marshfield 
were awarded this year’s Fore the 
Kids Volunteer Service Award. The 
couple has been involved since the 
inception of the event.

The success of Fore the Kids 
relies on the hard work of event 
organizers Dave and Tammy 
Meissner, their family, and generous 
sponsors. They in turn credit more 
than 50 volunteers who work for 
months leading up to the event.

Learn more about supporting 
youth initiatives in the Health 
System by visiting www.
marshfieldclinic.org/giving or 
contacting MCHS Foundation at 
800-858-5220.

Mike’s Run  |  June 24, 2017
Runners helped raise over  
$26,000 at the 7th annual Mike’s 
Run in Marshfield.

More than 225 participants chose 
either a five-mile race or a two-
mile walk route.  The run is in 
memory of Mike Hackman, who 
took his own life after a lifelong 
battle with mental illness.  Since 
the first Mike's Run in 2010, friends 
and family of Mike Hackman have 
partnered with Marshfield Clinic to 
raise nearly $245,000 to support 
mental health awareness and 
initiatives in our community.

Funding from Mike’s Run has been 
used to support suicide prevention 
training to over 800 community 

members, Sources of Strength 
peer mentoring and suicide 
prevention program at Marshfield 
High School, character curriculum 
at Columbus Catholic School 
System focusing on positively 
shaping the social, emotional, 
and character development of 
students, along with many other 
services through Marshfield 
Clinic’s Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Health Department and Center for 
Community Outreach.

Interested in learning more 
about supporting mental health 
initiatives in our Health System?  
Visit www.marshfieldclinic.org/
giving or call MCHS Foundation at 
800-858-5220.
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Graduate Medical Education Day held May 18

The Division of Education’s 
13th annual Medical Education 

Day showcased academic 
projects undertaken by the 
residency/fellowship program in 
Marshfield, funded in part through 
philanthropy at MCHS Foundation. 

Held on May 18 in Froehlke 
Auditorium, this event provided the 
Clinic an opportunity to celebrate 
the scholarly accomplishments of 
its residents and fellows as well 
as offering special recognition for 
exemplary achievement in the area 
of research. 

Fritz Wenzel, interim executive 
director of Marshfield Clinic 
Research Institute, awarded the 
10th annual Nikolai Award for 
Outstanding Resident Research 
Mentor to Sara Griesbach, 
Pharm.D., Pharmacy Residency 
Program director. 

Ali Al-Hilli, M.D., a graduating 
internal medicine residency 
resident, received the 10th annual 
Nikolai Award for Outstanding 
Resident Research. 

“The opportunity for research 
is a critical aspect of medical 
education especially during 
residency so that scholarship and 
inquiry become an important part 
of patient care,” Wenzel stated. 
“Philanthropic support is critical to 
funding this opportunity.” 

Melissa Williams, M.D., 
dermatology resident, was 
named best oral presenter 
with her project titled “Lack of 
Compliance by Tanning Salons 
with State Legislation to Protect 
Youth Access to Ultraviolet 
Tanning in Both Rural and Urban 
Cities” (Mentor/Investigator: Erik 
Stratman, M.D.). 

“While it is often difficult to 
find time for research during 
residency, it is invaluable for 
medical education,” Williams said. 
“Not only does research improve 
patient care and the medical field 
in general, it also gives residents 
a greater understanding and 
appreciation for the process by 
which our medical guidelines are 
formed and educates us on how to 
critically evaluate the literature for 
better patient care.” 

The award for best poster display 
was given to Neeharik Mareedu, 
M.D., internal medicine resident, 
for his work titled “Risk Factors for 
Hospitalization, Severe Infection, 
and Prolonged Disease in Patients 
with Babesiosis in the Upper 
Midwest” (Other authors: Holly Frost, 
M.D.; Jason Tompkins, M.D.; 

Anna Schotthoefer, Ph.D.;  
Thomas Fritsche, M.D.; and 
Matthew Hall, M.D.). 

This residency program has now 
graduated a total of 714 residents 
and 42 post-doctoral fellows 
since 1974. More than 80 of those 
graduates are caring for patients 
at Marshfield Clinic. 

Interested in supporting education 
at MCHS? Contact Karen Piel, 
gift planning officer, at piel.
karen@marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-389-3868. To learn more 
about supporting MCRI, contact 
Jill Kurszewski, gift officer for 
research, at kurszewski.jill@
marshfieldclinic.org or  
 715-387-9247. B
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Duel It Fore the Kids 
February 23, 2017

Nearly 300 people came out to 
enjoy the 8th annual "Duel It" 
Fore the Kids at the Holiday Inn & 
Conference Center in Marshfield. 
"Duel It" once again featured the 
zany Deuces Wild! Dueling Pianos, 
and raised over $30,300 for youth 
initiatives at MCHS. Thanks to 
all the attendees who together 
donated a record $6,300 in tips, 
$5,000 of which was matched 
by Nasonville Dairy. A special 
thank you to all the sponsors and 
volunteers!

Dueling Against Cancer 
March 2, 2017

This year's Dueling Against Cancer 
raised nearly $38,000 to support 
cancer care at our new Marshfield 
Clinic Cancer Center - Stevens Point 
and the WINGS cancer survivorship 
program. The event took place on 
at SentryWorld in Stevens Point and 
featured the ever-popular Deuces 
Wild! Dueling Pianos. Special thanks 
to presenting sponsor Michael Smith 
& Associates/Ameriprise Financial 
and our other sponsors who made 
this event a success.

Strike Out Cancer 
March 4, 2017

Strike Out Cancer raised more 
than $10,000 to support cancer 
patients in the Northwoods during 
their 2017 event.  While every year 
is meaningful to the organizers, 
this year was especially powerful 
as one of the past committee 
members was currently going 
through her own cancer journey.  
The ceremony for the day was 
dedicated to her and all others 
currently undergoing treatment.  
“Many of the members of our 
organizing committee have had 
personal experiences with cancer.  
We do this event year after year 
to remember those who have 
passed away and celebrate with 
the survivors.  My fellow bowlers 
and I feel a very personal need 
to do something about helping 
to eliminate breast cancer in our 
lifetime,” said Susie Erickson,  
event chairperson.

CALLED 
    TO
CALLED 
    TO

Volunteer Fundraising for MCHS Foundation
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Ridin’ for a Reason 
June 3, 2017

A huge thank you to everyone who 
came out to support Marshfield 
Clinic mobile mammography at 
the Chippewa Valley Ridin' For A 
Reason event. Approximately 225 
riders attended this year's event, 
raising $25,000. Proceeds will help 
bring state-of-the-art screenings 
and compassionate care to rural 
communities.

More great actions:

Last year, two Cloverbelt 
Conference High School Athletes 
and Marshfield Clinic patients, 
Will Maki and Ryan Dieringer had 
to spend their sport seasons off 
court, not fighting the competition, 
but fighting cancer. Ryan currently 
has no evidence of disease, but 
sadly Will lost his fight in February. 
Ryan’s inspiration helped the 
Eastern Cloverbelt Basketball 
Conference host 9 different 
fundraisers at games throughout 
the season. In the end they not 
only raised awareness of childhood 
cancer – they raised $25,000! Half 
the funds went to support the 
Maki Family, and the other half 
will support the Krause Family 
Pediatric Cancer Angel Fund 
through MCHS Foundation. 

 

Bailey and Maddie Diehn have 
been busy making and delivering 
special Smiling Elephants care 
packages to sick kids throughout 
the Midwest. Each package 
contains a special homemade 
pillowcase, a tie blanket, and a 
book, movie, or toy. This February, 
the girls dropped off three large 
bins full of care packages to 
Treyden’s Cabin and Pediatrics at 
Marshfield Clinic Marshfield Center.

Three separate Thirty-One 
Gifts consultants decided to 
use their February sale as an 
opportunity to give back by 

filling their bags with goodies 
and comfort items for Marshfield 
Clinic patients. For the second year 
in a row, Stacey Lecker, along with 
her family and friends, donated 
50 chemo comfort packs to the 
Marshfield Cancer Center. Molly 
McCarthy and Nicole Peters of 
Stevens Point donated 33 bags to 
the new Marshfield Clinic Cancer 
Center - Stevens Point. Both 
of these ladies have had family 
members affected by cancer. Their 
hope: that these packs will provide 
a little bit of sunshine, let patients 
know that they are not alone, and 
help to make the hard days ahead 
a little easier.
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The Stevens Point Women’s Club 
chose the Marshfield Clinic Cancer 
Center - Stevens Point as the 
recipient of their Home Project. 
In the next 2 years, the Club will 
continue to work directly with 
the staff at the Cancer Center 
to contribute to department 
and patient needs. They started 
with a donation of books, cards, 
and snacks in March! One of the 
Women's Club members is also 
a patient at the Marshfield Clinic 
Cancer Center - Stevens Point, 
and knows firsthand the impact of 
donated patient care items. 

Coach Chad Hanson, his daughter, 
and 4 football players from the 
Eleva-Strum football team attended 
the Children's Lives Include 
Moments of Bravery (CLIMB) 
Program in Eau Claire’s 32nd class 
graduation in May. This program 
helps children cope with an adult's 
cancer diagnosis. They donated 
restaurant gift cards and funds for 
updated CLIMB signage for the 
new cancer center. This is the 2nd 
time they have attended CLIMB, 
and they plan to keep returning.

The weather could not have been 
better to enjoy a night at the ball 
park for a good cause on June 
15. Each year the Marshfield and 
Wausau American Legion teams 
host a fundraiser at one of the 
home games. This year, the funds 
went to support breast cancer 
awareness programs at MCHS. 
Special guest Kim Johnson, a two 
year breast cancer survivor, came 
to the game with her kids and 
threw in the first pitch.

.

Feeling inspired to start your 
own fundraiser for a cause 
at MCHS? Contact Mary Beth 
Knoeck, volunteer fundraising 
coordinator, at knoeck.marybeth@
marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-389-3258. B
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Your Gifts at Work - Jackie Sinisi

Jackie Sinisi was the guest 
speaker at the 2017 Rich 

Seubert’s Celebrity Trap 
Shoot. Almost 10 years ago 
after his Super Bowl win, 
Rich visited pediatric cancer 
patients at the Children’s 
Hospital in Marshfield, where 
he met Jackie. Jackie was 
17 and was receiving cancer 
treatment from Marshfield 
Clinic physicians at the time - 
she is now cancer free. 

“Pain makes you stronger. Tears 
make you braver. When life gives 
you 100 reasons to cry, show life 
you have 1,000 reasons to smile.

My fight to show life those 1,000 
smiles started nine and a half years 
ago one beautiful fall evening in 
October. It hit fast. I thought I 
just had the flu. I was seventeen 
and it was my senior year of high 
school. After a few days of being 
home sick, my mom took me to 
our doctor. It was normal for me to 
have colds, however this time was 
much worse. My body ached and 
I felt weak. I had small bruises all 
over my legs that kept spreading, 
resembling spider bites.

My childhood doctor examined 
me. He decided to take blood work 
and we waited for results. Once 
the results came in, he told my 
mom my blood levels were low 
and I needed to get to a hospital 
immediately. She chose to rush me 
to Marshfield. The rest of that time 
is a blur to me, except for those 
words no one wants to hear: you 
have cancer. I was diagnosed with 
acute myeloid leukemia and those 
beautiful fall days turned into a 
nightmare at seventeen.

I believe now, almost ten years 
later, that it wasn’t so scary. The 
nightmare wasn’t what it could 
have been. It wasn’t just my battle 
I was fighting.

I was blessed to have a hospital in 
our community that offered care 
for cancer. My dad could still work 
and commute. We lived about 
an hour away from Marshfield, 
and my mom was able to stay 
at the Hope Lodge and Ronald 
McDonald House. Without these 
homes, patients may not be able 
to have family with them, and I 
know I needed my mom. She was 
able to cook meals and be by my 
side through it all. We lived at the 
hospital for about six months.

The hospital provided me with two 
of the best oncologists: Dr. Michael 
McManus and Dr. Divya Joshi. 
They are one of the reasons I am 
alive. They made my care plan and 
saved my life. Dr. McManus gave 
me laughter almost every day. I 
remember him listening to me tell 
him jokes that I would get from a 
Popsicle stick in the mornings. He 
would always laugh, no matter what. 
They always looked out for me, Dr. 
McManus still does. I see him every 
year for a follow-up. He reassures 
me that everything is ok. I can’t 
thank him enough for the time he 
has put into being my oncologist. 
The nurses and CAN staff showed 
me love and kindness. They became 
family. I had a Child Life Specialist 
who played games and just talked. 
Everyone did their best to make the 
time pass with compassion.

I believe in hope, I believe in 
prayers. Cancer did not take me 
or define me. It brought laughter, 
love, and smiles. I might not be 
the woman I am today without the 
fight. I lived to marry my husband, 
Tom, who fought and has stood 
by my side since I was 17. He is my 
best friend. We have a beautiful 
son, Kameron, who is six. He is our 
miracle, our blessing. After ten 

"I was blessed to have a hospital in our community that offered 
care for cancer. My dad could still work and commute. We 
lived about an hour away from Marshfield, and my mom was 
able to stay at the Hope Lodge and Ronald McDonald House. 
Without these homes, patients may not be able to have family 
with them, and I know I needed my mom. She was able to cook 
meals and be by my side through it all. We lived at the hospital 
for about six months."
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Heiman Consult Room
The Heiman Family Consult 
Room was officially dedicated 
in honor of Joellen Heiman on 
October 24, 2016. The room, 
located in Marshfield Clinic 
Marshfield Center’s general 
surgery department, creates an 
environment of comfort as patients 
and their families learn about their 
diagnosis and receive treatment. 
The private area provides comfort 
during important health decisions 
at a very critical time.

Amanda Heiman, Joellen’s 
daughter-in-law, said, “It’s so 
meaningful that this important 
healing space can honor of one of 
the most resilient, faithful, hard-
working, fun-loving woman I'm so 
very proud to call my mother-in-
law. She is an inspiration to women 
and her legacy will surround so 
many families with hope and love 
for years to come!”

“The world is a better place because 
of families like the Heimans,” said 
Teri Wilczek, chief philanthropy 

officer, MCHS Foundation. “It is an 
honor to help amazing people like 
them dedicate their legacy to such a 
meaningful cause.”

"Patients are immediately 
comforted when they enter the 
Heiman Family Consult room," said 
Anna Seydel, M.D., general surgery.  
"The comfortable consulting area is  
beautifully decorated, and serves to 
alleviate many of the fears patients 
have when sitting alone in a sterile 
environment.  Family members 
enjoy being able to be present for 
the discussion and not having to 
leave the room for the exam, as 
the exam area is separated by a full 
length privacy curtain."

To learn more about dedicating 
a room in honor of someone you 
love, visit www.marshfieldclinic.
org/giving or contact MCHS 
Foundation at 800-858-5220. B

years, I have decided I want to 
give back by helping others and 
pursue nursing school. I want to 
be able to help people and care 
for them, the same way which 
I was cared for. My experience 
with cancer made me strong; I 
am a fighter. However, if it weren’t 
for my family, the staff, and 
technology given to the hospital,  
I wouldn’t be alive. I wouldn’t 
be me.

So thank you to all who 
donate their time and funds 
to supporting cancer care at 
Marshfield Clinic. You are making 
a difference. You are saving lives.”

Jackie Sinsi,  
cancer survivor

To learn more about how you can 
support cancer care at MCHS, 
contact Teri Wilczek, chief 
philanthropy officer, at wilczek.
teri@marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-389-3249. B
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Every day, friends of MCHS remember 
and honor relatives and others by 
making contributions that support the 
mission of enriching lives through patient 
care, research and education.

Gifts received February 2017 to May 2017

In Memory of
Wilbert W. "Bill" Adams
Robert T. Ahles
Sister Bonnie Alho
Ronald Altmann
Betty D. Anderson
Steven Arendt
Arvind
Donald D. Ash
William "Bill" Atzen
Theodore "Ted" Aumueller
Eleanor Baker
Raymond W. Barth
Dale E. Bartkowiak
Jacqueline M. Barum
Kristen Lea Bathke
Joseph Benavides
Gilbert Bennett
Duane D. Bieneck
Joy Bigelow
Ervin Binger, Jr.
Sarah Blanchard
Roland Bodenburg
Dale Bohman
Marvin Bohman
Gene Bornstein
Michael Bors
William Boulieu
Paul H. Brahm
Richard L. Brandl
Pauline "Polly" Brecke
H.J. Broderick Family
Tim Brown
Brian P. Brunner
Barbara Bugar
Dr. Raymond E. Burrill
Duane Bush
Charles A. Busick
Jim & Nancy Carland
Lillian Caswell
Jeremy Chaffin

Jane Helen Chamberlain
Max & Marge Christensen
Gladys E. Coleman
Dorothy Corbin
DeVerne "Bud" Cote
Thomas H. Crary
William "Bill" Creske
Donna E. David
Sylvia & Daniel David
Margaret A. Decker
Donald E. Deming
June Marie Derby
Marlene Dettmering
Harlan DeVries
Mary Beth Dickinson
James F. Dorrance, Jr.
Thomas R. Drendel
Hilda L. Dums
Joseph & Rosemary Durch
Edward Durrant
James B. Eberhardy
Lawrence J. Eberhardy
Gordon W. Ehrike
Richard A. Eibergen
Noah Elmhorst
Cheryl L. Engelman
Shirley Erickson
Baby Esselman
Samuel Emil Esselman
Rita M. Esser
William "Terry" Felhofer
George Fischer
Martha E. Fischer
Dr. Steven M. Fontanini
Gordon R. Fortney
Timmy French
Faith W. Garnett
Edwin P. Garski
James Garvey
Robert Gehrman
Debra Giere Leslie
Francis Gilbertson

Thomas Gisvold
Eugene G. Gohl
Terry A. Goin
Elmer Grosskopf
Kasey Lee Guldan
Linda L. Haefner
Eric Hamm
Vernon K. Hammond
Wendy Jane Hammond
Amy J. Hanson
David J. Hanson
Jimmy Hartness
Heart Donor Family
Thomas J. Hebda
Norman "Bud" Hein
Floyd G. Heinze
Fae A. Heller
Jane M. Herr
Jackson W. Herring
Roger B. Hill
James "Jim" E. Hinker
Jewell Hipke Heise
Nancy Holcomb
Al Hortop
Lloyd Hutchinson
Lloyd & Vera Hutchinson
Vera Hutchinson
Thomas R. Jackson
Betty J. Jacobson
Marion Jacobson
James/Marcie Esselman  
	 Family
Zelda Janke
Walter & Adeline Janssen
Irene J. Johnson
Donald B. Juedes
Cheryl Kaiser
Dakota Journey Kaminski
Patricia Kane
Christopher Kausch
Raymond C. Kelly
Robert C. Kelly
LeRoy O. Kiesling, Jr.
Forrest Kimmons
Myron King
Todd Kling
Birdia Koch
Irene Koch
Sharon L. Koch
Gayle L. Koderl
Fern M. Kodl
Linda Konkol
Joseph A. Kremsreiter

Sandy Kremsreiter
Dr. Francis Kruse, Jr.
George Kubica
Andrew J. "Andy" Kuehnhold
Bob & Phoebe Kult
Frank Kuntz
William H. Laidlaw
The Honorable Melvin Laird
Dale E. Langfoss
Richard I. Langman
Suzanne M. Lanier
Emma Holly Lankford
Richard Lappe
Joe E. Larson
Rose Lauer
Alden "Al" Lawrence
Dr. Ben Lawton
Emmett Leonard
Carol Ann Leonhardt
Evelyne Lillis
Michael Lindow
Marcella Loonstra
Dr. James J. Lorence
Judge Willard "Bill" Lorette
Harold L. Ludwigson
Susan Lujan
George MacKinnon
Dale Malotke
Christine Mannigel Brickheimer
Helen Marinich
Jacob & Mary Marinich
Ila Markus
Betty Lou Martin
Evelyn Medhaug Peterson
Frances Metcalf
Peter Michaelson
George Michels
Michael Mielcarek
Edward H. Miller
Lowell Miller
Steve J. Miller
Vernon C. Miller
Alex & Vivian Mroczenski
James Mueller
Margaret A. Mueller
Christine Grace Mullen
Thomas P. Murphy
Thomas Mysicka
Gale Nelson
Christine M. Neve
Henry R. Nielson
Hildegard "Hilda" Nikolai
Leonard & Marion Novicki
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Larry E. Schultz, Sr.
Charles Schulze
Ralph E. Schumacher
Jacquelyn Searer
Francis J. Sebold
Justine H. See
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Seehafer
Virginia Seiler
Bernard J. Seul
Elliot Shaw
Emory Sickler
Roxanne Sladek
Bud & Gladys Slizewski
Grant Smazal
John & Virginia "Gin"  
	 Snowbank
Tom Sonaglia
Lorraine Spaeth
River Jordan "RJ" Stahnke
Mary Lou Stanley
Roman "Romie" Stauber
James B. Stavran
Connie Steele
Dr. C. Todd Stewart
Brian Stratman
Joshua Stratman
Dr. Dean T. Stueland
Derek Stueland
Warren W. Sutton
Fred Swant
Frank Szomi, Jr.
Allan Tauferner
Andrew Thiel
LaVerne "Butch" Todahl
Lawrence "Larry" Toelle
Jean Trainor
Lindsay Updyke
Justine Vaglica
Dorothy M. Viergutz
Eric Viersnicks
Dr. Dieter M. Voss
Zachary Wachholz
Bill Weaver
John "Jack" Weber
Orville Wegner
Oscar Weigel, Jr.
Dave West
Maryann Wheeler
Geraldine N. White
Sue White
Carol Mae Widdes
Victor A. Wiesman
Dawn Williams

Les & Bette Wiskerchen
Gary M. Witt, Jr.
Bonnie Wittman
Lawrence Wittman
Frank Wojcik
Helen Wojcik
Lola M. Yde
Matthew H. Young
Ronald C. Zais
Zeke
David W. Zillman
Roger W. Zillman
Marie Zoellner
Harold & JoAnne Zopfi
Louis & Gen Zschernitz
Rose Zuber
Brayden Zubke
Lindsay Zuelke
John R. Zwiefelhofer

In Honor of
Lauren Arnesen
Ione (Gohl) Beranek
Eric D. Bohl
Vicki J. Brostowitz
Sue Buehler
Sarah Cantarella
Bill Cherek
E. Clapero
Ginny Detterbeck
Ryan Dieringer
Rodney & Corrine Dix
Avery M. Faber
Sophie L. Faber
Declan Fisher
Dale V. Folz
Mary Gander
Cheryl A. Goin
Janet Hoff
Hailey Hudson
Mallory Jakobi
Jared Jarosz
Jacob Johnson
JoAnne Kadow
Samantha Kimmons
William E. Krause
Jeff Larson
Richard & Marilyn Leonhardt
Robert & Clara Mae Lynn
Jean Machart
Dr. George Magnin
Nancy Marg
Earl Nelson

Robert O'Donnell
Robert Ochoa
Marilynn P. Orton
Cori Pochardt
Don Pochardt
Mary Queen
Elvin Riewestahl
Susan K. Roux
Jenna Rufledt
Kyle Rufledt
Mikayla Rufledt
Dwain Runnells
Alexander Schmidt
Logan Schmoll
Connie J. Schubert
Morgan Shafer
Lyle Steffen
Michele G. Steines
Agnes Strigel
Dennis & Betsy Suckow
Lisa K. Taylor
Anna Trzinski
Dan & Ruth Varsho
Samantha Wade
Robert Warner
Fritz J. Wenzel
Jennifer Werner
Dorothy R. Weyer
Owen Wintercorn
Audrey Woznicki
Tomi Younts Hernandez
Nancy Zidek
Scarlett Zorn
Jody Zoromski

Karen F. Novinski
Mary Oberweis
Michael "Mitch" Oleskow
Mildred A. Oleskow
Susan P. Olsen
Elaine Olson
Haakon Olson
Dr. Joseph L. Ousley
James Pachal
David "Dave" Palovick
Sandra Paulsen
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph J. Payne
Howard A. Peters
Norman E. Peters
Judith "Judy" Peterson
Mary A. Peterson
Georgia M. Petta
Karen Phillippi
Joseph & Agatha Plucinski
Marilyn J. Pohl
Rudolph Polenz
Barbara E. Praxel
Jodi L. Prock
Suzanne Provost
Loralei Pucci
Sara Quirt-Sann
Todd & Betty Rank
Ronald G. Rasmussen, Jr.
Edmund A. Ricci
Dr. Thomas Rice
James A. Rindfleisch
Lynda M. Rogstad
John Roherty
Kelsey Rothamer
June A. Runnells
Sharon C. Satorius
Rosie Sauer
Rt. Rev. Warren A. Sautebin
Todd M. Schalow
James J. Scheel
Robert "Bob" Schiferl, Sr.
Dr. Lee L. Schloesser
Bernard Schmidt
Lillian "Jeanne" Schmidt
Ronald & Lillian Schmidt
Erwin & Aloisia Schmidtke
Eileen L. Schraeder
Brock D. Schroeder
Larry Schroeder
Lawrence "Larry" Schubert
Delbert W. Schuette
Leo Schulte
Myrtle H. Schulte



 
 

26

 
If you would like to 
honor a physician or staff 
member for making a 
meaningful difference 
in your experience at 
MCHS, consider a gift 
through the Shining Star 
program. Learn more: 
www.marshfieldclinic.
org/giving/shining-star

Chad R. Allen
Dr. Gregory A. Anderson
Magdeline "Megan"  
	 Anderson
Marty R. Anderson
Stephen C. Anderson
Collin M. Andraschko
Dr. Vijay H. Aswani
Gina M. Backus
Shawn M. Balz
Dr. William J. Barkley
Michelle L. Barlow
Dr. Rebecca Bartow
Stephanie J. Bauer
Michael J. Bauman
Daphne R. Benbenek
Natalie J. Bialozor
Dr. Julio J. Bird
Dr. Nicholas A. Bodmer
Kari B. Bohman
Jenna L. Bombagi-Borelli
Amanda Boreen
Dr. Timothy R. Boyle
Jean R. Brandt
Maria J. Brantner
Tamara R. Braund
Jonell L. Brecht
Angela M. Brenner
Sara L. Brost
Laura M. Burns
Dr. Eric B. Callaghan
Dr. Christopher J. Cangelosi
Shawn D. Carter Brown
Darren J. Christensen
Penni R. Cloud
Casey Clowers
James D. Colburn
Susan G. Compton
Dr. James P. Conterato
Judi M. Coppock
Samantha N. Craft

Ashley J. Davel
Shelly L. Deiler
Dr. Jennifer J. Delaney
Bobbi J. Duerr
Julie L. Duwe
Dr. Mark D. Earll
Sandra K. Ellis
Marcy M. Elwood
Kim M. Empey
Mary C. English
Jean M. Erbst
Dr. Daniel R. Erickson
Dr. Brian H. Ewert
Matthew S. Faber
Sara L. Foemmel
Dana L. Froeba
Jessica A. Geiger
Jessalynn M. Gettler
Kristine L. Gilkerson
Eric S. Glaze
Colletta Goss
Laura B. Grassl
Keith A. Grell
Jennifer L. Grimm
Dr. Mary Ellen E. Gullickson
Jennifer J. Hafermann
James A. Halminiak II
Renee A. Hanson
Cindy M. Harycki
Ahmie M. Hauser
Deborah L. Hayes
Christine M. Hein
Mitchell D. Helmueller
Kristin E. Henry
Pat J. Herkert
Debra K. Heusi
Robin A. Hiles
Sheila R. Holmen
Xuan Hu
Emily E. Huber
Sara J. Hubin
Dr. Thomas C. Hupy
Dr. Bart J. Isaacson
Dr. Rezwan Islam
Kathryn J. Jackan
Jeron K. Jackson
Melissa J. Jakobi
Dr. Nathaniel S. Jalil
Eugene S. Jensen
Taylor M. Joswiak
Diane M. Joyce
Connie S. Jozwiak
Deno N. Karegeannes
Susan M. Kaudy

Jeffrey S. Kean
Dr. Owen B. Keenan
Dr. Chuck V. Kenney
Dr. Amy L. Kieke
Karen K. King
Daniel P. Kirschnik
Crystal L. Klisiewicz
Ann L. Kolstad
Julie T. Koplitz
Kelly A. Koziczkowski
Fredrica "Riki" Kraabel
Bethany K. Krull
Ashley M. Kuharchik
Juleen C. Kunze
Clare A. Ladick
Kimberly J. Langholff
Karen J. Lapp
Joshua H. Larson
Dr. Michael E. Larson
Dr. Tonja L. Larson
Laura M. Lauer
Farrah J. Lemmon
Jamie J. Lightfoot
Dr. Patricia K. Lillis
Mary Beth Lingl
Dr. Jacob W. Lonsdale
Patty M. Lube
Karen A. Maassen
Dr. Hope S. Maki
Renee M. Marine
Dr. Jessica M. Marshall
Marshfield Clinic  
	 Cornell Center
Marshfield Clinic  
	 Eau Claire Infusion Nurses
Marshfield Clinic  
	 Anesthesiology Service  
	 Line
MC - Marshfield Psychiatry & 	
	 Behavioral Health Dept
Marshfield Clinic Minocqua  
	 Urology
Marshfield Clinic Stevens Point  
	 Oncology Staff
Marshfield Clinic Wausau 
	 Ambulatory Surgery Staff
Marshfield Clinic Wausau 	  
	 Urgent Care
Marshfield Clinic Weston  
	 Urgent Care
Gladys B. Martens
Dr. Thomas J. McCool
Debra A. McGill
Dr. Michael J. McManus

Cathy J. Meinhardt
Renee M. Melzer
Dr. Juan E. Mesa
Robin E. Metcalf
Amber M. Mews
Dollie Diane Michielson
Dr. Nicholas J. Milanovich
Conrad Mitzel
Dr. Nicholas P. Morley
Cha P. Moua
Dr. James E. Mullen
Pam S. Mundt
Katherine M. Nichols
Dr. Joel A. Nielsen
Dr. Thomas F. Nikolai
Kelly J. Noreen
David P. Nyman
Rochelle J. Ott
Dr. Brian J. Parker
Dr. Stella F. Patten
Simone L. Paul
Cindy A. Pescinski
James M. Peterson
Chanda M. Petkovsek
Dr. Timothy J. Pitchford
Dr. Edward D. Plotka
Cara A. Prior
Dr. Christopher J. Rall
Margaret J. Reigel
Cheryl M. Revels
Curt J. Riley
Wendy J. Rindfleisch
Dr. Roxann Rokey
Dr. Loren A. Rolak
Billie S. Rosenfeld
Dr. Laurel A. Rudolph-Kniech
Amy M. Rydlund
Haruko C. Sagami
Dr. Joshua J. Sampson
Dr. Craig J. Santolin
Elizabeth M. Sautebin
Dr. David Savage
Lori A. Scheibe
Lisa M. Schindler
Miranda M. Schlachter
Teresa D. Schmidt
Dr. Michael C. Seelen
Nicole A. Shackleton
Kirsten M. Shakal
Christine A. Sheehan
Dr. Michael T. Sheehan
Dr. Brent Shulman
Dr. Rama Singh
Julie A. Sinha
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Luanne F. Sojka
Paul H. Spencer
Sheila M. Spencer
Kirsten E. Spoerl
Larry L. Stargardt
Andrew G. Starzinski
Jessica A. Stoflet
Dr. Kenneth D. Stone
Jeanne M. Sykora
Kim E. Tandler
Dr. Jeff J. Tavassoli
Terry J. Tiffany
Debra J. Tracanna
Katie E. Trierweiler
Justin L. Vandenberg
Mary K. Verbelen
Kelly J. Volk
John G. Voros
Sommer R. Weiland
Sara M. Weix
Stacy L. Welter
Briana J. Wenzel
Marcia L. Wesle
Mary H. Weyer
Rebekah R. Wierzchowski
Dr. Bruce A. Wineman
Jeanne M. Woelfel
Erik J. Wolf
Michael A. Wolfgram
Mary J. Woodie
Adam M. Writz
Christina L. Yablinsky
Juliann Zajackowski
Kimberly J. Zawislan
Tammy M. Zenner
Holly C. Zopfi

Shining Star – Amy Jaeger, DPM and  
Karna Sandok, DPT
Our Shining Star program offers 
grateful patients the opportunity to 
thank members of their care team who 
made a meaningful difference in their 
Marshfield Clinic experience through 
giving back. Gifts to the Shining Star 
program can support the fund of your 
choice in patient care, research, or 
education across our Health System. If 
you would like to honor a physician or 
staff member, consider a gift through 
the Shining Star program. Learn more: 
www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving/
shining-star

“Plantar fasciitis is the most common 
cause of heel pain. The plantar fascia is 
a flat band of tissue that connects your 
heel bone to your toes. Straining this 
ligament can cause small tears that 
result in swelling and debilitating pain. 

Every morning was like stepping on a 
shard of glass. With hesitation, I would 
take that painful step, knowing it would 
be the first of many that day. After 
weeks of self-prescribed treatments, it 
became clear that it was time to seek 
out a professional opinion.

My first encounter with Dr. Amy Jaeger 
in June 2016 was positive from the 
start. As a good patient historian, I was 
able to lay out all my symptoms, what 
treatments aggravated the situation as 
well as what remedies I found somewhat 
helpful. Together we formulated 
The Plan. As I worked through the 
Bledsoe boot, prednisone tapers, anti-
inflammatories, and cortisone injections, 
I could rely on Dr. Jaeger to talk me 
through the process, seeking my input, 
and adjusting our approach.

By August 2016, Karna Sandok had 
become a member of the team 
and The Plan continued to evolve. 
Ultrasound, iontophoresis, therapy 
bands, kinesio taping – all became 

common vernacular. Not everything 
we tried worked, sometimes only 
achieving temporary relief from the 
discomfort that was becoming an all-
encompassing aspect of my daily life. 

After months of treatment, The Plan 
became surgery and on October 
10 Dr. Jaeger performed a plantar 
fasciotomy. This past fall became a 
time of recovery. January 1 became 
a time of rehabilitation. Using 
the stretches and strengthening 
techniques from Karna, I created a 
New Plan. I pushed the boundaries of 
what I thought I was capable of and 
spent the next 5 months training. 

The MCHS YMCA Cheese Chase, held 
June 3, was my 'comeback' event so 
to speak and the bench mark on which 
I have measured my recovery. Just 
over a year after my painful ordeal 
began, I finished running the 2 mile 
event, setting a personal record. This 
would not have been possible without 
the dedication and support of two 
exceptional care providers.”		

Tina Muel ler,  
grateful patient



Celebrating Legacies
Mothers & Daughters: A love story

Visitors to Dorothy Weyer’s 
home in Loyal may leave 

with some cookies or hand-
made doilies for an upcoming 
fundraiser. Lately, they might even 
catch a glimpse of the 91-year-
old pumping hand weights and 
popping in and out of a chair to 
keep busy and in shape.

Very little slows this spry mother 
of 11, who in spring celebrated 
Mother’s Day in Loyal with 10 of 
her 11 children. But ask her to tell 
some stories about the one who 
was missing, her beloved Jane 
Marie (Weyer) Herr, and she’ll sit 
and talk all afternoon. Jane passed 
away five years ago at age 63 after 
a short battle with leukemia. 

“She was the most precious girl,” 
Dorothy said. Jane worked hard on 
the farm, was very involved in her 
community and always had time 
for her family and many friends, 
Dorothy said. “If anyone got 
sick, she was always the first one 
bringing over a dish.”

As Dorothy grieved her daughter 
and worried about several other 
family members with cancer over 
the last several years, she had an 
idea. She is designating a portion 
of her estate for cancer research at 
MCHS in honor of Jane.

“In a way this is the most 
important thing I’ve ever done,” 
Dorothy said of the decision to 
make the gift. Beyond honoring 
her beloved daughter, she said, 
the money will go directly toward 
combating the disease that 
has affected so many others in 
her family, including four of her 
children, and beyond. 

It’s also particularly meaningful to 
one of Dorothy’s 27 grandchildren, 
Teri Wilczek.

Wilczek, chief philanthropy officer 
for MCHS Foundation, is one of 
Jane’s five children. Teri and her 
husband, Ron, donated a room 
in Jane’s memory within the 
Treyden’s Cabin pediatric cancer 
treatment area at Marshfield Clinic.

Dorothy’s family has adopted the 
American Cancer Society’s Relay 
for Life event as a kind of informal 
annual family reunion, several 
other family members work at  
the health system and some  
have participated in clinical trials 
as patients.

“My family has always had close 
ties to Marshfield Clinic, so 
Grandma’s estate gift is meaningful 
to us on many different levels,” 
Wilczek said. “It reminds me of 
how devoted Grandma and my 
aunts and uncles were to Mom’s 
care, and of the love our family has 
always shared.” 

Talking with donors about planned 
giving – designating gifts to 
charitable organizations in wills 
and estate-planning documents – 
can be a difficult task, she said.

“It’s not an easy conversation, but 
people who have worked hard 
throughout their lives often want 
to leave a legacy, and it can be 
comforting to them to imagine 
how their gifts will shape the 
future,” she said. 

With such a large and devoted 
family around Dorothy, there’s 
little doubt she’ll leave a deep 
impression on the generations to 
come. The legacy gift to cancer 
research simply widens the circle.

“I feel so fortunate to have my 
family nearby and am delighted 
when they come to visit,” she said. 
“With all that I have, I just felt I had 
to do something.”

Interested in learning more about 
legacy giving? Contact Karen 
Piel, gift planning officer, at piel.
karen@marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-389-3868. B

Dorothy Weyer
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Planning Your Gift

IRA Charitable Rollovers are a wise way to give
If you have an Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA) and 
are over the age of 70 ½, you are 
required to take a distribution 
from your IRA each year. This 
distribution, called the “required 
minimum distribution” or RMD, 
must be taken out of your IRA 
whether or not you need the 
money. In fact, if you don’t take the 
RMD, you will pay a penalty.

Unfortunately, the funds you 
withdraw from a traditional IRA 
increase your taxable income. The 
amount paid in taxes will depend 
upon your individual situation, but 
certainly can be substantial for 
those in higher tax brackets.

Fortunately, there is a way to 
avoid paying taxes on your 
IRA distributions. If you are 
over the age of 70 ½, you can 
direct your IRA administrator to 
make distributions to charitable 
organizations you support. These 
distributions, referred to as “IRA 
Charitable Rollovers,” apply toward 
your RMD but will not be taxable 
income to you.

Here is how it works: In 2017, you 
have a RMD of $5,000. You direct 
$1,000 to MCHS Foundation, and 
an additional $1,000 to another 
organization you regularly 
support. You personally take a 
withdrawal of $3,000 so that 
you have now met your RMD of 
$5,000. MCHS Foundation and 
the other charitable organization 
will not pay taxes on the $1,000 
they each receive. You will have 
taxable income of $3,000 instead 
of $5,000. 

IRA Charitable Rollovers are 
especially beneficial for those who 
do not itemize their deductions. 
Using the numbers above, if you 
take a $5,000 distribution from 
your IRA, and then gift $2,000 
to charitable organizations, you 
will have $3,000 remaining, but 
paid taxes on $5,000 of income. 
Using the IRA Charitable Rollover, 
you will have provided $2,000 to 
charitable organizations, received 
$3,000, and paid taxes on a 
$3,000 distribution. So, you save 
money just by having your IRA 
Administrator make the charitable 
gifts instead of you doing so 

personally. 

For more information about IRA 
Charitable Rollovers, consult 
your tax or financial advisor. IRA 
Charitable Rollover gifts given to 
MCHS Foundation may be directed 
to any fund that is meaningful 
to you in our Health System. As 
always, 100% of your gift goes to 
the fund you designate. 

For more information IRA 
Charitable Rollovers or 
other ways to support MCHS 
Foundation through legacy gifts, 
please contact Karen Piel, gift 
planning officer, at piel.karen@
marshfieldclinic.org or  
715-389-3868.  B

 

For more information on legacy gifts, beneficiary designations, or 
other ways to support MCHS Foundation, please contact:

Karen Piel, J.D., C.P.A., CFRE
Gift Planning Officer  
 715-389-3868  
piel.karen@marshfieldclinic.org



 

Marshfield Clinic Health System Foundation
1000 N Oak Ave
Marshfield, WI 54449-5790

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SUSTAIN
ADVANCE | GROW

MAKE A GREATER IMPACT ON THE PROGRAMS YOU 
LOVE BY BECOMING A SUSTAINING DONOR

You can now make a greater impact on the programs you 
love at MCHS by making a sustaining gift each month!

Monthly giving is easy and provides consistent, 
dependable support that adds up over time to enrich the 
lives of our patients.

Become a sustaining donor today:  
www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving/sustain


